[image: A close-up of a logo]
		
Chair: Cllr Toby Acton
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clerk@highongar-pc.gov.uk |   www.highongar-pc.gov.uk   


Annual Meeting of High Ongar Parish Council 
WEDNESDAY 13th May 2026 – at 7:00pm
at the High Ongar Village Hall 

MINUTES

Present: Cllr Acton (Chairman), Cllr Bosworth, Cllr Gallichio, Cllr Funnell, Cllr Catlin, Cllr Gray and Cllr Smith. 

Clerk (Bonnie Jones) 

2026/27.20	Election of Chairman
Cllr Bosworth Proposed and Cllr Smith seconded Cllr Acton as Chairman. There being no other nominations, Cllr Acton was duly elected by unanimous vote.

2026/27.21	Election of Vise Chairman
 It was unanimously agreed that Cllr Bosworth would continue his position as Vice Chairman.

2026/27.22	Apologies for Absence
Apologies received from Cllr Arthur and District Councillors Ray Balcombe and Mary Dadd. 

2026/27.23	Other Absences
None.

2026/27.24	Declarations of Interest
None.

2026/27.25	 Minutes of the Previous Meeting
 It was unanimously resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 8th of April 2026 were a true record and were signed accordingly.

2026/27.26	Public Participation Session
None. 

2026/27.27	Reports and Members Reports
Chairman’s Report – None.  

Vice Chairman’s Report – None. 

District & County Councillors Reports – Although District Councillor Mary Dadd was not in attendance she provided the below written report:

It has been a privilege to have been one of your district Cllrs and I do appreciate how well you serve your community. 

The main issue I have been trying to resolve for the Parish, is how to provide additional parking in Millfield. Unfortunately, despite residents coming up with sensible suggestions, there are still unresolved matters relating to ECC requirements and policies. Cllr Sandra Smith has suggested another approach, and I am hoping that this will resolve some issues in due course. 

Another matter that has recently affected neighbouring Ongar Ward and several other wards in EFDC, is that speculative developers are proposing various schemes in our precious Green Belt-including calling some of its Grey Belt. Some of you may have attended the public meeting I held last month as ONPCG, about Bloor Homes proposals for 250 new homes between High Ongar and Chipping Ongar and are also aware of various proposals for solar farms in the area etc. 

In April the Overview and Scrutiny Committee agreed to my proposal -which had cross party support-for a Task and Finish Panel to provide more robust guidance and evidence to defend our Green Belt land in EFDC from development -and in particular that land classified as BMV (Best and Most Versatile) food producing land supported by reviewing legislation, policy and data. The Panel would also support additional policies going forward in the Local Plan Review). I have already been working with Planning Director Matt Winslow and expect the Panel to be set up at the first meeting in June. I will keep you updated on actions and progress. 

ASB and Fly tipping has been a problem throughout the district, and I will continue to work with EFDC team to find more solutions. 
Recently, I have been working with Parentzone to help youngsters-including at primary age- be aware of dangers and some inappropriateness in using the internet. This followed on from a well-attended public meeting I held last summer, with speakers from NSPCC/Child Line, Essex Police Commissioner & Community Police Team, and Barclays, to help make families more aware of scams, including on- line or in person 

In addition, I am working with the Community Team to propose a Community hub in Ongar to serve the immediate and surrounding population. This is based on the success elsewhere in the district. Not only would it bring people together for a chat and coffee but also access organisations including Citizens Advice, and others, in privacy. There is a date booked for a one off at Zinc Arts on Wednesday 20th May from 10.30-12.30 I hope this will be a regular event 

As you know other problems brought to my notice have related to ECC matters especially Highways, and I am pleased to have been able to have put your Clerk in touch with relevant officers or senior Cllrs at ECC. 
Regarding the on-going use of Mill lane by HGVs, residents may be interested that some Ongar residents have formed a group to ask again for HGV restrictions through Chipping Ongar High St as well as enforcements in Mill Lane and stating that Greenstead Rd is also unsuitable for HGVs. I can put the Parish or residents in touch with Ongar’s active Group. They are exploring a few different proposals. 

In addition to the day to day issues, we will now be entering a period of change and preparation for the new Unitary Authority combining EFDC, Harlow and Uttlesford. I would recommend that the Parish (clerk and/or Cllrs) get involved where possible including attending EFDC Local Councils Liaison Committee. The last meeting was poorly attended, which is a pity as it is the opportunity for Local Councils to set agenda items and get answers to some of their issues. 

I would like to thank your hard working Clerk and Parish Councillors for all that they are doing to support residents’ interests (and for making me welcome when I am able to attend). My apologies for not being with you tonight, but I look forward to serving you for the next two years.

The Clerk also noted that Cllr Jaymey McIvor had been elected as County Council for the Ongar and Rural area. 

Parish Councillors - 
Paslow Common – None 
High Ongar – Cllr Catlin advised that himself and Cllr Funnel may need to cut back the footpath again soon that runs behind the Italian Restaurant. 
Norton Mandeville – None. 

Highways Report – None 

High Ongar Village Hall – Cllr advised that a new pin pad system had been installed at the entrance to the village hall building and at the entrance gate. She will provide the pin code to the Clerk to allow access to the hall when she is not attending meetings. It was also noted that all terms and conditions are now electronic.
Police Reports – PC Warren Shepherd provided the below crime statistics for the last 3 month period:

23 calls to police, of these calls 15 crimes were recorded. Of those 15 crimes the following are crimes considered to have an impact on community:

  0 Residential Burglaries
  0 Attempted Residential Burglary
  0 Residential Burglaries of Unconnected Buildings (garage or shed break in etc)
  0 Theft of Motor Vehicle 
  0 Attempted Theft of Motor Vehicle
  1 Theft from Motor Vehicles
  0 Attempted Theft from Motor Vehicle
  0 Vehicle Interference (Trying Car Door Handles etc)

A number of Councillors noted that there were a number of vehicles stolen in the last 3 months in the area, all of which had been reported to police. The Clerk confirmed she would contact Warren Shepherd about this. 



2026/27.28	Clerk’s Report
The Clerk provided a verbal report which included the following matters:

· The sinking pothole along Woolmongers lane that was reported some months back has been temporarily made safe by traffic management (barriers, cones, signs), Essex Highways will now schedule a permanent repair for a future date. 
· The grounds maintenance contractor advised that there was small piece of grass that they had been unable to cut due to cars being parked. 
· The Clerk contacted Westcotec who are the company that that the speed sign outside the Village Hall was purchased from as the sign is not currently working. Councillors advised that the sign Is working but they think may possibly need recalibrating. 
· The Clerk advised that she has contacted Essex County Council to gauge who is the best contact to discuss getting a lorry route through High Ongar. She did also make a request to Google Maps for them to change their system to show that the road is not suitable for HVG vehicles. 

2026/27.29	2025/2026 Accounts
A copy of the accounts had been circulated to Councillors for consideration. It was unanimously agreed by all Councillors to approve the accounts for 2025/2026.

2026/27.30	Litter Bins 
Cllr Smith confirmed that High Ongar Village Hall are happy to give their unused bins to the Parish Council for use in the village. 

The Clerk confirmed she had been in contact with David Marsh at EFDC regarding adding possible new bin locations to the EFDC collection list. He advised that this is no problem but there will be a charge from TVS. 

Councillors agreed to find out costings before agreeing a location for the bins. 

2026/27.31	Unregistered Land Enquiry 
The Clerk has been contacted by a Senior Surveyor at Dot Surveying Ltd who is currently conducting site investigations in the Norton Heath area to determine the viability for a replacement telecommunications site. 
He is currently inquiring about a specific parcel of land located to the north of A414, to the east of Norton Heath Cafe. His initial Land Registry searches indicate that this land is currently unregistered.

Councillors discussed and were not aware of who the legal owner might be, and they did not believe that this land was under the stewardship of the Council itself. They did however believe that it may be owned by a neighbouring farmer as this piece of land is cut back and maintained. 

2026/27.32	Planning applications responded to by way of Clerks Delegated Powers:

	Reference
	Address                             
	Description
	Comments 

	EPF/0764/26

	208, Nine Ashes Road, High Ongar, Ongar, CM4 0JY
	Demolition of existing outbuildings and construction of new outbuilding.
Planning Application: EPF/0764/26
	No comments.



2026/27.33	Planning applications for consideration	
Councillors are asked to consider the below planning application: 

	Reference
	Address                             
	Description
	Consultation deadline 

	EPF/0832/26

	Homemead Farm, Woolmongers Lane, High Ongar, Ongar, CM4 0JX
	Demolition of existing outbuildings and erection of two residential properties utilising existing vehicular access with associated hard and soft landscaping.
Planning Application: EPF/0832/26
	20/05/2026

	None.

	EPF/2479/25
	Appeal at Sparks Farm, Nine Ashes Road, Nine Ashes, Epping, CM4 0JZ
	Demolition of existing buildings, Erection of self-build dwellinghouse (C3a) with ancillary outbuildings comprising new gym, garage and annexe with associated landscaping.
	High Ongar Pariah Council had no objections to the previous application

	None. 
	
	
	

	EPF/0874/26

	Petrol Filling Station, Chelmsford Rd, Norton Heath, Ingatestone CM4 0LQ
	Retrospective application for erection of extension to existing building, new bin store area and 2 EV charging spaces with associated infrastructure.
Planning Application: EPF/0874/26
	27/05/2026

	Regarding planning application EPF/0874/26 at Petrol Fillings Station, High Ongar Parish Council wish to object to the application, particularly due to its retrospective nature. The fact that works appear to have been undertaken, or substantially progressed, before planning permission was granted shows a disregard for the proper planning process and undermines public confidence in the system. Residents and consultees should have the opportunity to review and comment on proposals before development takes place, not after the fact. 

The retrospective submission also limits the Council’s ability to properly assess the cumulative impact of the development on the rural character of the area, neighbouring amenity, and local infrastructure before changes occur. Granting permission retrospectively in these circumstances risks setting an unhelpful precedent whereby applicants proceed with development first and seek approval afterwards.

I would therefore ask the Council to give careful weight to the retrospective nature of this application when determining it, and to ensure that full consideration is given to whether the proposal genuinely complies with local planning policy, landscape character considerations, and the principles of fair and transparent planning control.




2026/27.34	Planning Updates
There were no planning updates to consider. 

2026/27.35	Finance
16.1	It was noted that the bank balance as of 30th of April was £54,315.09
16.2	A bank reconciliation will be provided at the next meeting. 
16.3	The below payments were agreed:


	Payee
	Description                                
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	Bonnie Jones 
	Clerks Salary (April)
	PAID 
	£493.08

	NPower 
	Street light electricity (March) 
	DD (Paid)
	£76.15

	NPower 
	Street light electricity (April) 
	DD
	£61.87

	HMRC
	Tax Deductions and Employers NI
	Online 
	£36.74

	EALC 
	EALC and NALC Affiliation fee 2026/2027
	Online
	£459.78

	TGM Ltd
	Grass cutting – April 
	Online 
	£358.44

	Skilled Tech Ltd 
	RMM, antivirus and Microsoft 365 for period May 2026
	Online
	£93.66

	TBS Hygiene Ltd 
	Dog waste collection (April & May)
	Online 
	£80.40

	High Ongar Village Hall 
	April and May Hall Hire 
	Online 
	£76.00



2026/27.36	Outstanding Matters
Cllr Gallichio had a number of questions regarding the Sunday league High Ongar Football club that is sponsored by the Foresters Arms. He questioned if there were any green areas where the team may be able to train. Councillors could not think of any locations. 

2026/27.37	Date of next meeting
The next meeting of High Ongar Parish Council will take place on the Wednesday 10th of June at 7:30pm at the High Ongar Village Hall. 

2026/27.38	Exclusion of the public and the press

Legal advice and sale of land discussion.
It was noted that correspondence had previously been sent to several members of Pinney Talfourd requesting an explanation as to why no response had been received for over a year. The only reply received was from a secretary providing details of updated fee rates should his services be required.
Following the previous meeting, historic documents were reviewed and a typed copy of the Enclosure Award, which this Council had been seeking, was located. A copy has since been forwarded and a response is awaited.
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