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High Ongar Annual Parish Assembly
WEDNESDAY 13th May 2026 – at 7:00pm
at the High Ongar Village Hall 

Toby Acton (Chairman)


MINUTES 


1. Introduction of Councillors 
Councillors did not feel it was necessary to introduce themselves as there were no members of the public in attendance.

2. To receive a written report of the Councils activities from the Chairman 
The Chairman provided the below report:

May 2025 – May 2026 
It is once again my privilege to present my Chairman’s Report for High Ongar Parish Council, having now completed my 4th year as Chair. 
Over the past year, the Council has continued to focus on the practical issues that matter to residents: planning, highways, speeding, parking, local facilities, community events, parish maintenance, governance and the careful management of public funds. 
Much of the work of a Parish Council happens quietly in the background, but it is important work. It involves listening to residents, raising concerns with the relevant authorities, responding to planning matters, maintaining local assets and helping to preserve the character of the parish. 

Council Membership 
This year has seen several changes in the membership of the Council. 
At the Annual Meeting in May 2025, I was re-elected as Chairman and Cllr Simon Bosworth continued as Vice Chairman. Thank you to Simon for stepping in on those occasions when I have not been able to attend meetings. 
We were pleased to welcome Jenny Gray to the Council last May 2025, representing Paslow Common Ward. 
Later in the year, Steve Howlett and Gary Ryan both resigned from the Council, leaving vacancies in Paslow Common Ward. I would like to thank them both for stepping forward and giving their time to the Parish Council during their period of service. Steve continues to be an active and valued member of the Village Hall committee. 
I would also like to thank all current councillors for their continued time, commitment and support. Parish councillors are volunteers, and the amount of work involved is often greater than many people realise. 
Community and Parish Life 
The Council was pleased to support community events during the year, including the VE Day commemorations and the Over 65s Christmas Lunch. 
I would like to extend my thanks to Cllr John Catlin for his efforts in the Christmas Lunch – my father-in-law and my late mother-in-law attended and enjoyed it immensely, as did many of our other elderly residents. And it is not too long before I will qualify! 

The VE Day celebrations were well attended and enjoyed by the whole community, with people also travelling to the village from other local communities. Our thanks go to the Foresters Arms and The Coffee Post for their involvement and efforts to make the day a huge success. Also a big thank you to whoever arranged the great weather! 
These events are important because they bring people together and help maintain the strong sense of community that makes High Ongar such a special place to live. 
The Council has also discussed how we can improve communication with residents, including better use of local channels and clearer updates on Parish Council activity. A recent leaflet drop took place to all households in the Parish to keep all residents informed of how to contact the parish council. 

Highways, Speeding and Parking 
Highways and road safety have again been a major focus. 
Residents have continued to raise concerns about speeding, particularly through the village, and the Council has continued to pursue options for speed signage and other road safety measures with Essex County Council and Essex Highways. However, Essex Highways has advised that new Local Highways Panel schemes are currently paused while local government reorganisation progresses. However, one positive development has been the installation of a new 50mph limit on the A414 through the parish, enforced by average speed cameras 
We have also continued to raise and monitor issues such as potholes, damaged signs, fly tipping, parking concerns and footpath maintenance. 
Parking at Millfield has remained a particular issue. While this is not something the Parish Council can resolve alone, we have continued to support constructive discussions between residents, District Councillors, Essex Highways and Epping Forest District Council. 

Planning and Development 
Planning remains one of the most important areas of Parish Council activity. 
During the year, the Council has reviewed and commented on a range of planning applications. We continue to take a balanced approach: supporting appropriate development where suitable, but raising objections where proposals may harm the character, safety, infrastructure or rural setting of the parish. 
The Council has also continued to monitor the Persimmon development near the Four Wantz roundabout, including its potential impact on traffic, infrastructure and the surrounding area. This remains a matter of local interest and concern, and we will continue to keep it under review. 
 
More recently, residents have raised significant concerns about speculative proposals by Bloor Homes for up to 250 homes on land south of the A414, between Ongar Town and High Ongar. These concerns include the impact on Green Belt land, roads, schools, flooding, local infrastructure and the risk of High Ongar becoming increasingly merged with Ongar. If a formal planning application comes forward, the Council will consider it carefully and represent the interests of the parish. 

Parish Assets and Maintenance 
The Council has continued to look after the practical maintenance of the parish, including grass cutting, dog waste bins, streetlights, signs and other local assets. 
We have also continued to work with the Village Hall, which remains one of the parish’s most important community facilities. During the year, the Council appointed Cllr Sandra Smith as its representative on the Village Hall management committee, helping to maintain a clear link between the Parish Council and this key community asset. Thank you for all your efforts in this regards Sandra. The Village Hall continues to be an valuable community asset. It was pleasing to hear that the hall had returned to a profit position, with increased business being generated through its website, and that now new repair and improvement works are planned. 
A village litter pick was also discussed during the year and, thanks to the efforts of Cllr Jenny Gray and local residents, one took place in November. It was a great example of community spirit in action, and I would like to thank everyone who took part. 

Governance and Finance 
Good governance remains central to the work of the Council. 
During the year, the Council reviewed its internal controls, policies and procedures, and received the internal audit report for the previous financial year. This helps ensure that the Council continues to operate properly, transparently and in line with its responsibilities. 
The Council has also continued to manage its finances carefully. We have maintained regular financial reporting, reviewed bank reconciliations, approved payments in public meetings and continued to ensure that public funds are used responsibly and for the benefit of the parish. 

Looking Ahead 
Looking ahead, the Council will continue to focus on the issues that residents raise most often: highways, speeding, parking, planning, local facilities, communication and the general upkeep of the parish. 
We will also continue to monitor wider issues, including the Persimmon development, and the proposed Bloor Homes development, local government reorganisation and any changes that may affect parish councils and local communities. 
The Parish Council cannot solve every issue on its own, particularly where responsibility sits with Epping Forest District Council, Essex County Council or Essex Highways. However, we can continue to listen, represent residents, raise concerns and work constructively with the relevant authorities. 

Thanks 
Finally, I would like to thank my fellow councillors for their time and commitment throughout the year. 
I would also like to thank our Clerk, Bonnie Jones, for her continued professionalism, support and hard work. 
Thanks also go to our District and County Councillors, and to all residents who attend meetings, raise issues, volunteer and contribute to parish life. 
High Ongar remains a very special place, and the Parish Council will continue working to protect and enhance it for the benefit of the whole community.

3. To receive a report from District Councillors 
Apologies received from District Councillors Ray Balcombe and Mary Dadd. 

4. To receive a report from County Councillors. 
There were no County Councillors in attendance. 

5. To receive a summary of the accounts for 2025/2026 financial year.
The Clerk did not provide a summary of accounts as there were no members of the public in attendance and all Councillors had received a copy of the 2025/2026 accounts prior to the meeting. These accounts which will be discussed and considered for approval at the Annual meeting of High Ongar Parish Council. 

6. To receive questions from the public concerning matters over which the Parish Council has control or some influence.
There were no members of the public in attendance.
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