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Chair: Cllr Toby Acton
Clerk: Bonnie Jones | Ware Farm, The Street, High Roding, CM6 1NT | 
clerk@highongar-pc.gov.uk |   www.highongar-pc.gov.uk   


You are hereby summoned to attend 
A Meeting of High Ongar Parish Council
To be held on 
Wednesday 8th April 2026 – at 7:30pm
at HIGH ONGAR VILLAGE HALL

for the purpose of transacting business as shown on the agenda below.

The public and press are welcome to be present. Please note that this meeting may be recorded.



Parish Clerk 
Date: 02/04/2026

AGENDA

2026/27.1	Apologies for Absence
Members are reminded that s85 of the Local Government Act 1972 states that apologies for absence must be received prior to the meeting.

2026/27.2	Other Absences

2026/27.3	Declarations of Interest
To declare the existence and nature of any Disclosable Pecuniary, Other Registerable Interest or Non-Registerable Interest relating to items on the agenda.

2026/27.4	 Minutes of the Previous Meeting
To agree the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting which took place on the 18th of March 2026.

2026/27.5	Public Participation Session
The Chair will invite questions and observations from members of the public present. A maximum time of 15 minutes will be allowed, with 3 minutes per person.

2026/27.6	Reports and Members Reports
a) Chairman’s Report – verbal report. 

b) Vice Chairman’s Report

c) District & County Councillors Reports - District Councillors are invited to submit a written report if they are unable to attend the Parish Council Meeting.

d) Parish Councillors - verbal reports will be received if no written report has been submitted.
- Ward Councillor Report – Paslow Common 
- Ward Councillor Report - High Ongar 
- Ward Councillor Report- Norton Mandeville 

e) Highways Report

f) High Ongar Village Hall – To receive a report from Cllr Smith

g) Police Reports 

2026/27.7	Clerk’s Report
To receive any reports from the Clerk.

2026/27.8	TBS Hygiene price increase 
TBS Hygiene have advised that from the 1st of April prices will increase from £3.50 per receptacle per collection to £4.00 per receptacle per collection.

Councillors are asked to consider this and agree how they wish to proceed. 

2026/27.9	Litter Bins 
Councillors requested that the Clerk look into how many litter bins there are in High Ongar. EFDC have advised that there are currently 3 litter bins within the area that are on their collection list. One is located outside the Church, the second is located outside the coffee post and the third is along Millfield. 

Councillors are asked if they know of any other litter bins in the area and if they feel further litters bins are needed. 

2026/27.10	Speed calming measures 
The Clerk has been in contact with a member of Essex Highway to discuss potential speed calming measures along The Street including Chicanes, Speed bumps, Dragons teeth and narrowing of the road. Essex Highways have advised that they are unable to assist with any new schemes until the LHP is back up and running. 

The clerk has been advised that the Local Highways Panels are still formally operating; however, they are currently not accepting new scheme requests. This is because Essex is going through the Government’s local government reorganisation process, and as a result the Panels are focusing on delivering schemes that have already been approved and funded for this financial year and the next, rather than taking on new projects. The Clerks understanding is that this situation is unlikely to change until the local government reorganisation process is completed, which is currently expected to run until around April 2028.

2026/27.11	Safer Speed Strategy Consultation 
Essex County Council have launched a public consultation on the new draft Essex Safer Speed Strategy. The consultation will run for six weeks, closing on Sunday 26 April 2026.
  
Here is was Essex Safer Speeds Strategy has to say:
Speed is the biggest factor in serious road traffic collisions in Essex. In 2025, 60 people lost their lives on the county’s roads, while many more suffered life-changing injuries. Nearly half of the deaths were related to excess speed. Residents also often tell us they feel unsafe walking, cycling or moving around their neighbourhoods because of vehicle speeds.
 
To achieve our shared Vision Zero aspiration that no one should be killed or seriously injured on Essex roads by 2040, we need to take steps to manage speeds, improve road design and support safer travel choices.
 
The new draft Essex Safer Speeds Strategy, which we have developed in partnership with the Safer Essex Roads Partnership, sets out a flexible and evidence-based approach. It will help us introduce safer speeds across Essex, with recommended speed limits decided based on how different streets are used. There will not be a blanket approach. Speed limits will instead be decided on a case-by-case basis, where there is demand for change by local communities.  

We want to hear the thoughts of people who live, visit or work in Essex on the draft Essex Safer Speeds Strategy. The feedback we receive through the public consultation will help us refine and improve the strategy before it is finalised and adopted later this year.

This Council is asked if they wish to respond to the consultation to show their support for the scheme.

2026/27.12  Local Government Reorganisation
To note, the government has announced its decision to progress the creation of five new unitary councils across Greater Essex. This means that, from April 2028, Epping Forest District Council along with Uttlesford District Council, Harlow Council and Essex County Council, will form a new ‘West Essex’ council.

The five new unitary authorities will replace the current 15 councils across Greater Essex, and they will have responsibility for providing all services in one area including waste collections, planning, adult social care, highways, children’s services and more. 

Town and parish councils are not included in local government reorganisation and their services remain unaffected.

Under the government’s timetable, the new unitary authorities are scheduled to go live from 1 April 2028, with shadow elections planned for May 2027.
	
2026/27.13	Planning applications responded to by way of Clerks Delegated Powers:
There were no planning applications at the time this agenda was distributed. 
2026/27.14	Planning applications for consideration	
Councillors are asked to consider the below planning application: 

	Reference
	Address                             
	Description
	Information

	EPF/0557/26

	Oak Park, Willingale Road, Norton Heath, Ingatestone, CM4 0LW
	Creation of eight additional traveller pitches on existing traveller site.
Planning Application: EPF/0557/26
	Consultation deadline 16/04/2026



2026/27.15	Planning Updates
There were no planning updates at the time this agenda was distributed. 

2026/27.16	Finance
16.1	To note the status of the accounts.
16.2	Clerk to provide bank reconciliation, to be reviewed and signed by the Chairman. 
16.3	To agree the following payments:


	Payee
	Description                                
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	Bonnie Jones
	Clerks salary (March 2026)
	PAID 
	£493.08

	Bonnie Jones
	Underpayment from February 2026 Clerks salary  
	Online 
	£0.05

	HMRC
	Clerk tax deductions and Employers NI contributions (March)
	Online 
	£36.94

	Thornwood Grounds Maintenance 
	Grass cutting (March)
	Online 
	£174.00

	Skilled Tech ltd
	RMM, antivirus and Microsoft 365 for period April 2026
	Online
	£93.66



2026/27.17	Outstanding Matters
To note any outstanding matters.

2026/27.18	Date of next meeting
The next meeting of High Ongar Parish Council will take place on the 13th of May at 7:30pm at the High Ongar Village Hall. The Annual Parish Assembly will take place on the same day at 7:00pm. All members of the public and press are welcome.

2026/27.19	Exclusion of the public and the press
In the event that an agenda item needs to be discussed confidentially, councillors will be asked to consider the following motion to be proposed by the Chairman: “That the public and the press be excluded from the meeting, the Council believing that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business about to be discussed. However, an item may be placed in the Confidential part of the meeting so long as it is accordance with the Statutory Guidance. 

Legal advice and sale of land discussion.
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