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Chair: Cllr Toby Acton
Clerk: Bonnie Jones | Ware Farm, The Street, High Roding, CM6 1NT | 
clerk@highongar-pc.gov.uk |   www.highongar-pc.gov.uk   


Meeting of High Ongar Parish Council
WEDNESDAY 8th April 2026 – at 7:30pm
at the High Ongar Village Hall

MINUTES

Present: Cllr Acton (Chairman), Cllr Bosworth, Cllr Gallichio, Cllr Arthur, Cllr Catlin, Cllr Gray and Cllr Smith. 

2 members of the public
Clerk (Bonnie Jones) 

2026/27.1	Apologies for Absence
Apologies received from Cllr Funnell and District Councillors Mary Dadd and Ray Balcombe. 

2026/27.2	Other Absences
None.

2026/27.3	Declarations of Interest
None.

2026/27.4	 Minutes of the Previous Meeting
It was unanimously resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 18th of March 2026 were a true record and were signed accordingly.

2026/27.5	Public Participation Session
Attendees:
· Sian Jones 
· Amanda O'Mahony 

OCRRAG / Bloor Homes Proposed Development
Sian Jones advised the Council that a number of residents from both High Ongar and Ongar had contacted her regarding concerns over speculative proposals by Bloor Homes for up to 250 homes on land south of the A414, adjoining Great Stony and the Mayflower Way estate.

It was noted that OCRRAG, chaired by Sian Jones, would be holding a public meeting on 10 April at 7.30pm at Budworth Hall. The purpose of the meeting is to hear residents’ concerns, explain the planning process relating to speculative development proposals, and provide guidance on how residents may effectively object to or influence any future planning application.

Sian Jones requested that the Parish Council assist by displaying the event poster on parish noticeboards and the Council website.

Members were advised that a survey and pre-application submission had already been made to Epping Forest District Council, with a formal planning application expected next month. Concerns raised included:

· The proposed site is currently designated Green Belt land, although developers are reportedly arguing it should be considered “Grey Belt”. 
· The land is actively farmed and forms part of a walking route between Ongar and High Ongar. 
· Potential impacts on local schools, road networks, and road safety, particularly due to the proposed access from the A414. 
· Noise and disruption during construction. 
· Flooding concerns. 
· Pressure on local businesses and infrastructure. 

It was further reported that a petition launched six weeks ago had already received approximately 2,000 signatures.

Amanda O’Mahony spoke in support of contesting the proposed development. She stated that the field forms part of the Essex Way walking route and expressed concern that the development would effectively merge the village of High Ongar with Ongar town. She commented that approving the proposal could set a precedent for future developments in the area.

Amanda O’Mahony further advised that the development could result in over 500 additional vehicles, placing further strain on local roads and infrastructure. Additional concerns raised included:

· Potential sewage discharge into the River Roding. 
· The presence of protected species on the site. 
· The fact that the land had only recently been seeded. 
· Existing pressure on local secondary school provision, which is already oversubscribed. 

Amanda O’Mahony requested the Council’s support and queried the developer’s proposed reclassification of the land from Green Belt status.

Cllr Smith queried whether recent cutting back of the thicket may be related to the proposals. Toby noted the presence of dormouse boxes within the area. It was noted that the Council would have no doubt in objecting to any prospective planning application should one formally come forward.

2026/27.6	Reports and Members Reports
a) Chairman’s Report – verbal report – None 

b) Vice Chairman’s Report – None 

c) District & County Councillors Reports – None 

d) Parish Councillors 
- Ward Councillor Report – Paslow Common - None
- Ward Councillor Report - High Ongar – None 
- Ward Councillor Report- Norton Mandeville – None. 

e) Highways Report – None 

f) High Ongar Village Hall –Members were advised that, at the end of the financial year, the organisation had returned to a profit position. It was noted that a significant amount of business was now being generated through the website. It was reported that kitchen flooring and toilet improvement works were scheduled to take place over the weekend in May. Members noted that a recent event organised by Fresh had been successful, with approximately 50 people attending. It was further reported that there were hopes to undertake external improvement works to the premises in due course.
g) 
h) Police Reports – None.  

2026/27.7	Clerk’s Report
The Clerk provided a verbal report which included the following matters:

· Replacement defib pads have been received and placed at the Post Office.
· A response has been received from EFDC regarding the reported planning breach (advertisement sign) at The Oaks, The Street. EFDC has contacted the owner of the advertisement and requested its removal.

2026/27.8	TBS Hygiene price increase 
TBS Hygiene have advised that from the 1st of April prices will increase from £3.50 per receptacle per collection to £4.00 per receptacle per collection.

Councillors agreed to the above price increase. 

2026/27.9	Litter Bins 
Councillors requested that the Clerk look into how many litter bins there are in High Ongar. EFDC have advised that there are currently 3 litter bins within the area that are on their collection list. One is located outside the Church, the second is located outside the coffee post and the third is along Millfield. 

Cllr Smith advised that the Village Hall currently have 2 large waste bins that are not being used. She confirmed she would discuss if these can be used instead of purchasing new ones.

The Clerk confirmed she would discuss getting more litter bins added to EFDC’s collection list.

Councillors agreed to consider possible location at the next meeting.
2026/27.10	Speed calming measures 
The Clerk has been in contact with a member of Essex Highway to discuss potential speed calming measures along The Street including Chicanes, Speed bumps, Dragons teeth and narrowing of the road. Essex Highways have advised that they are unable to assist with any new schemes until the LHP is back up and running. 

The clerk has been advised that the Local Highways Panels are still formally operating; however, they are currently not accepting new scheme requests. This is because Essex is going through the Government’s local government reorganisation process, and as a result the Panels are focusing on delivering schemes that have already been approved and funded for this financial year and the next, rather than taking on new projects. The Clerks understanding is that this situation is unlikely to change until the local government reorganisation process is completed, which is currently expected to run until around April 2028.

It was mentioned that the current speed sign outside the Village Hall is not working. The Clerk confirmed she would contact Elac City to discuss a possible cost of getting it fixed.

2026/27.11	Safer Speed Strategy Consultation 
Essex County Council have launched a public consultation on the new draft Essex Safer Speed Strategy. The consultation will run for six weeks, closing on Sunday 26 April 2026.
  
Here is was Essex Safer Speeds Strategy has to say:
Speed is the biggest factor in serious road traffic collisions in Essex. In 2025, 60 people lost their lives on the county’s roads, while many more suffered life-changing injuries. Nearly half of the deaths were related to excess speed. Residents also often tell us they feel unsafe walking, cycling or moving around their neighbourhoods because of vehicle speeds.
 
To achieve our shared Vision Zero aspiration that no one should be killed or seriously injured on Essex roads by 2040, we need to take steps to manage speeds, improve road design and support safer travel choices.
 
The new draft Essex Safer Speeds Strategy, which we have developed in partnership with the Safer Essex Roads Partnership, sets out a flexible and evidence-based approach. It will help us introduce safer speeds across Essex, with recommended speed limits decided based on how different streets are used. There will not be a blanket approach. Speed limits will instead be decided on a case-by-case basis, where there is demand for change by local communities.  

We want to hear the thoughts of people who live, visit or work in Essex on the draft Essex Safer Speeds Strategy. The feedback we receive through the public consultation will help us refine and improve the strategy before it is finalised and adopted later this year.

Councillors agreed to respond to the consultation to show their support for the scheme.
2026/27.12 Local Government Reorganisation
To note, the government has announced its decision to progress the creation of five new unitary councils across Greater Essex. This means that, from April 2028, Epping Forest District Council along with Uttlesford District Council, Harlow Council and Essex County Council, will form a new ‘West Essex’ council.

The five new unitary authorities will replace the current 15 councils across Greater Essex, and they will have responsibility for providing all services in one area including waste collections, planning, adult social care, highways, children’s services and more. 

Town and parish councils are not included in local government reorganisation and their services remain unaffected.

Under the government’s timetable, the new unitary authorities are scheduled to go live from 1 April 2028, with shadow elections planned for May 2027.
	
2026/27.13	Planning applications responded to by way of Clerks Delegated Powers:
There were no planning applications at the time this agenda was distributed. 

2026/27.14	Planning applications for consideration	
Councillors considered the below planning application: 

	Reference
	Address                             
	Description
	Information

	EPF/0557/26

	Oak Park, Willingale Road, Norton Heath, Ingatestone, CM4 0LW
	Creation of eight additional traveller pitches on existing traveller site.
Planning Application: EPF/0557/26
	Consultation deadline 16/04/2026

	No comments 



2026/27.15	Planning Updates
There were no planning updates at the time this agenda was distributed. 

2026/27.16	Finance
16.1	It was noted that the bank balance as of the 31st of March was £39,420.24.
16.2	A bank reconciliation was tabled and signed accordingly by the Chairman. 
16.3	The following payments were agreed:


	Payee
	Description                                
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	Bonnie Jones
	Clerks salary (March 2026)
	PAID 
	£493.08

	Bonnie Jones
	Underpayment from February 2026 Clerks salary  
	Online 
	£0.05

	HMRC
	Clerk tax deductions and Employers NI contributions (March)
	Online 
	£36.94

	Thornwood Grounds Maintenance 
	Grass cutting (March)
	Online 
	£174.00

	Skilled Tech ltd
	RMM, antivirus and Microsoft 365 for period April 2026
	Online
	£93.66



2026/27.17	Outstanding Matters
Cllr Acton expressed his gratitude for the availability of defibrillators within the area, noting that one had helped save his mother-in-law’s life and enabled her to spend her final days at home with her family.

Cllr Catlin requested an update on preferred lorry routs in High Ongar. 

2026/27.18	Date of next meeting
The next meeting of High Ongar Parish Council will take place on the 13th of May at 7:30pm at the High Ongar Village Hall. The Annual Parish Assembly will take place on the same day at 7:00pm. All members of the public and press are welcome.

2026/27.19	Exclusion of the public and the press
In the event that an agenda item needs to be discussed confidentially, councillors will be asked to consider the following motion to be proposed by the Chairman: “That the public and the press be excluded from the meeting, the Council believing that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business about to be discussed. However, an item may be placed in the Confidential part of the meeting so long as it is accordance with the Statutory Guidance. 

Legal advice and sale of land discussion.
The Clerk provided an update on this ongoing matter.

Councillors discussed and agreed the best course of action moving forward. 


Meeting end: 20:41



	
image1.png
I—Iigh Ongar




