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Chair: Cllr Toby Acton
Clerk: Bonnie Jones | Ware Farm, The Street, High Roding, CM6 1NT | 
clerk@highongar-pc.gov.uk |   www.highongar-pc.gov.uk   


You are hereby summoned to attend 
A Meeting of High Ongar Parish Council
To be held on 
Wednesday 11th February 2026 – at 7:30pm
at High Ongar Village Hall

for the purpose of transacting business as shown on the agenda below.

The public and press are welcome to be present. Please note that this meeting may be recorded.



Parish Clerk 
Date: 04/02/2026

AGENDA

2025/26.134	Apologies for Absence
Members are reminded that s85 of the Local Government Act 1972 states that apologies for absence must be received prior to the meeting.

2025/26.135	Other Absences

2025/26.136	Declarations of Interest
To declare the existence and nature of any Disclosable Pecuniary, Other Registerable Interest or Non-Registerable Interest relating to items on the agenda.

2025/26.137	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
To agree the Minutes of the Meeting of Parishioners and the May Parish Council meeting held on 13th January 2026.

2025/26.138	Public Participation Session
The Chair will invite questions and observations from members of the public present. A maximum time of 15 minutes will be allowed, with 3 minutes per person.

2025/26.139	Reports and Members Reports
a) Chairman’s Report – verbal report. 

b) Vice Chairman’s Report

c) District & County Councillors Reports - District Councillors are invited to submit a written report if they are unable to attend the Parish Council Meeting.

d) Parish Councillors - verbal reports will be received if no written report has been submitted.
- Ward Councillor Report – Paslow Common 
- Ward Councillor Report - High Ongar 
- Ward Councillor Report- Norton Mandeville 

e) Highways Report

f) High Ongar Village Hall – To receive a report from Cllr Smith

g) Police Reports 

2025/26.140	Clerk’s Report
To receive any reports from the Clerk.

2025/26.141	RCCE Membership
Clerk to provide update at the meeting.

2025/26.142	IT Policy 
Councillors to consider the IT Policy attached to this agenda.

2025/26.143	Utility Aid
To note, the Clerk has made initial contact with Utility Aid, who are a UK based energy brokerage who help non-profit organisations to source competitive quotes for their utility bills. This Council currently sources their streetlight electricity from NPower; however the Clerk hopes to have some further comparative electricity quotes available at the March meeting.

2025/26.144	Assertion 10
 Members are reminded that from 2025/26 parish and town councils will be required to complete a new Assertion 10 as part of its Annual Governance Statement. This new requirement goes beyond the previous expectations bundled together under Assertion 3. The 2025 Practitioners' Guide, issued by the Smaller Authorities Proper Practices Panel (SAPPP) (formerly JPAG), sets out the requirements of Assertion 10. 

These include:
· Using a council-owned (preferably .gov.uk) domain for the official website and for all councillor and staff email addresses.
· Operate an accessible website that meets current accessibility regulations (WCAG 2.2 AA).
· Comply with UK GDPR and the Data Protection Act 2018, ensuring personal data is processed lawfully and securely.
· Recognise and fulfil the council’s role as a Data Controller, with appropriate policies and procedures in place.
· Publish required documents under the Freedom of Information Act and the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities.
· Have appropriate IT and email management policies to support secure and compliant digital operations.

The Clerk will provide a further update at the meeting as to where she is at with the above points.

2025/26.145	Thornwood Grounds Maintenance
This Councils current grass cutting is undertaken by Thornwood Grounds Maintenance. They have advised that from April 2026 their prices will increase by 3%. Councillors are asked how they wish to proceed.

2025/26.146	Signage request from member of the public
The Clerk has been contacted by a member of the public requesting the below:

“we need more new & larger speed signs 30mph, there are bigger ones with the Nine Ashes sign when you enter from Rookery Rd, but if you enter from Blackmore village there are 2 or 3 speed signs as you go along the 30 mph section but they are very small, and some are partly knocked over or blocked by trees when the leaves are out. We need larger & fresher signs, maybe some 30mph painted on the road too. 

If you enter from Stondon Massey there is a 30 mph sign but no “Nine Ashes” with “Please drive carefully”, like there is if you enter from the Rookery Rd end.

We also need more horse signage, we get a lot of horse riders who get a lot of abuse from drivers, and the horse sign outside my house opposite Paslow Common, directly opposite where the sign was taken out yesterday, is completely blank, there should be a horse picture on it. There are not many of these signs at all along this stretch of road, but a lot of horses go on this.

Dog walkers/pedestrian signage would also be useful; there are a lot of those around here.

There is no deer signage, but we get a huge amount of deer crossing to the fields either side.

Basically everyone drives far too fast, it is all a 30mph section, signage could be much clearer, more frequent & larger signs. If we can get some electronic signs put in too that would help.

I have stopped walking my dog on the road because it is too dangerous & there is no path.

I have contacted community speed watch but they won’t cover this stretch of road as there is no path for them to stand on.

Any ramps or give way islands as have been put in villages like Highwood would be even better, but anything you can do would help I’m sure.”
The Clerk has responded with the below:

“There are a considerable number of suggested changes within your email.  Some of the suggestions (which include broken, missing or damaged signs) should be reported directly to Essex County Council for repair. With regard to the additional signage, again Essex County Council are the highway authority who would agree this.  From a Parish Council perspective, if we wanted to fund additional signs, the normal process would be for be for the Parish Council to consider them in conjunction with our Essex County Council Councillor, and if he supports the proposed changes then a Local Highways Panel request would be sent to Essex County Council to consider them.  We have recently been advised that the Local Highway Panel are not accepting any new requests, and this is likely to be the situation for at least the next two years whilst Local Government Reorganisation is considered by Government”

The Clerk has contacted County Councillor Jaymey McIvor requesting an update on the procedure to take now that the LHP is suspended. 

Councillors are asked their thoughts on the matter. 

2025/26.147	Speed signs
Repairs to existing Mill Lane speed sign
The Clerk has contacted Elan City to request an estimated cost to repairing a speed sign such as the one located at Mill Lane. This speed sign has been in situ since 2008 and such Elan City have advised that the speed sign would not be worth repairing as it would be at the end of its useful life which is usually around 10-12 years. They have advised that to purchase a similar unit from WESTCOTEC (which looks similar) would cost £3k-£4k.

Councillors are asked how they would like to proceed with this matter.

Essex Highways License – Speed sign (Location: The Street) 
At the previous meeting Councillors were made aware that the original location they suggested for a Speed sign along The Street was not appropriate. Highways suggested that the Speed sign be placed outside Southgate House on The Street, giving great visibility to catch data from vehicles going in both directions. Essex Highways did advice that there were no other suitable locations due to the number of bends in the road. Councillors are asked how they wish to proceed with this matter. 

Extension of 30 MPH Limit 
Clerk to provide an update at the meeting.
	
2025/26.148  Planning applications responded to by way of Clerks Delegated Powers:

	Reference
	Address                             
	Description
	Comments

	EPF/0028/26

	Fieldview, Ashlings Farm, Blackmore Road, Ingatestone, Essex, CM4 0JU
	Erection of a self-build dwelling.
	No comments made
(responses of no comment from Cllr Acton, Cllr Bosworth and Cllr Smith)

	EPF/0007/26

	3, King Street, High Ongar, Ongar, CM5 9NS
	Part Ground floor rear extension and part first floor extension with pitched roof.
	No comments made
(responses of no comment from Cllr Acton, Cllr Bosworth and Cllr Smith)



2025/26.149	Planning applications for consideration	
Councillors are asked to consider the below planning application:

	Reference
	Address                             
	Description
	Deadline for comments

	EPF/0157/26

	Land North of 217 Nine Ashes Rd, Nine Ashes, Ingatestone CM4 0JZ, Essex
	Full Planning Application for the demolition of existing equestrian facility and construction of six dwellings with associated landscaping, access, parking, and private amenity space.
Planning Application: EPF/0157/26
	17th February 2026



2025/26.150	Planning Updates
Councillors are asked to note the below planning updates: 

	Reference
	Address                             
	Description
	Information

	EPF/0121/26

	Land and garages at Whitehills Road, Loughton, Essex IG10 1TS
	Approval of Details Reserved by Conditions 3 Materials, 4 Gates, 5 Surface Water Drainage and 7 Levels of EPF/0145/25 Allowed on Appeal (Existing garages enlarged, extended and reduced from 27no. garages to 21no. garages).
	This Council is not able to comment on this application. 



2025/26.151	Finance
151.1	To note the status of the accounts.
151.2	Clerk to provide bank reconciliation, to be reviewed and signed by the Chairman. 
151.3	To agree the following payments:


	Payee
	Description                                
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	Skilled Tech 
	RMM, antivirus and Microsoft 365 for period February 2026
	Online
	£93.66

	HMRC
	Employers NI (January 2026)
	Online 
	£14.74

	Bonnie Jones 
	Clerks Salary (January)
	PAID
	£493.08

	Archer Signs 
	Paslow Common sign and posts 
	Online 
	£206.40

	Councilwise 
	Assertion 10 Training course
	Online
	£30.00



2025/26.152	Outstanding Matters
To note any outstanding matters.

2025/26.153	Date of next meeting
The next meeting of High Ongar Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 11th February 2026 at the High Ongar Village Hall.

2025/26.154	Exclusion of the public and the press
In the event that an agenda item needs to be discussed confidentially, councillors will be asked to consider the following motion to be proposed by the Chairman: “That the public and the press be excluded from the meeting, the Council believing that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business about to be discussed. However, an item may be placed in the Confidential part of the meeting so long as it is accordance with the Statutory Guidance. 

Legal advice and sale of land discussion.
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