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Chair: Cllr Toby Acton
Clerk: Bonnie Jones | Ware Farm, The Street, High Roding, CM6 1NT | 
clerk@highongar-pc.gov.uk |   www.highongar-pc.gov.uk   


Meeting of High Ongar Parish Council
WEDNESDAY 11th February 2026 – at 7:30pm
at the High Ongar Village Hall
-
MINUTES


Present:	

Cllr Acton (Chairman), Cllr Catlin, Cllr Funnell, Cllr Smith and Cllr Arthur

20 members of the public*
Bonnie Jones (Clerk)

*For part of the meeting

2025/26.134	Apologies for Absence
Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Bosworth, Cllr Gallichio and District Councillors Ray Balcombe and Mary Dadd.

2025/26.135	Other Absences
Cllr Gray 

2025/26.136	Declarations of Interest
None

2025/26.137	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
It was unanimously resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 13th of January 2026 were a true record and were signed accordingly.

2025/26.138	Public Participation Session
All members of the public in attendance were present to discuss planning application EPF/0157/26.

One member of the public whose property is adjacent to the site, raised concerns that the proposal constitutes inappropriate development within the Green Belt. It was noted that the planning documentation highlights commercial use of the site, which residents consider inconsistent with Green Belt protection principles.

A number of representatives from the community were in attendance to air their concerns on the application. These included:
· Increased traffic movements associated with the development
· A rise in delivery vehicles servicing the site
· The cumulative impact on surrounding neighbours
· Existing and potential future parking along Nine Ashes Road

Concern was raised that Nine Ashes Road is not suitable for additional traffic and parking pressures.

It was noted that a neighbouring property is occupied by elderly residents, and concerns were expressed regarding the potential effect of increased activity, traffic, and disturbance on vulnerable occupants.

Residents all confirmed that they had submitted their own written reports outlining their objections to the application. 

2025/26.149	Planning applications for consideration	
It was agreed that this agenda item be brought forward for Councillors to consider a response:

	Reference
	Address                             
	Description
	Deadline for comments

	EPF/0157/26

	Land North of 217 Nine Ashes Rd, Nine Ashes, Ingatestone CM4 0JZ, Essex
	Full Planning Application for the demolition of existing equestrian facility and construction of six dwellings with associated landscaping, access, parking, and private amenity space.
Planning Application: EPF/0157/26
	17th February 2026

	High Ongar Parish Council write to formally object to the above planning application. The proposed development is fundamentally unsuitable for this rural location and conflicts with the Epping Forest District Local Plan (2011-2033) and the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, December 2024).

1. Unsustainable Location
Nine Ashes is a small rural hamlet with no local services or facilities. Residents are entirely car dependent.
There are no schools, GP or dental services within safe walking distance. The nearest GP surgeries (Deal Tree Health Centre and Ongar Surgery), dentist (Ongar), and High Ongar Primary School are all several miles away and require car travel. Public transport is infrequent and unreliable, with bus stops over a mile from the site along unlit roads without pavements. Rail stations (Ingatestone, Shenfield and Brentwood) are 6-8 miles away and only accessible by car.
The area already experiences surface water flooding and water supply pressure issues. Additional development will increase strain on infrastructure.
The proposal therefore fails to meet the NPPF requirement to focus development in sustainable locations that reduce the need to travel and provide genuine transport choices.

2. Green Belt Harm
The site lies within the Green Belt. Replacing open paddocks and low-impact equestrian structures with six two-storey dwellings constitutes inappropriate development and urban encroachment.
The proposal would:
· Reduce openness in spatial and visual terms
· Harm the semi-rural character of the area
· Introduce suburban density, lighting and noise
No very special circumstances have been demonstrated to outweigh the clear harm to the Green Belt. The proposal conflicts with Local Plan Policies SP5, DM4, SP3 and DM9, and Chapter 13 of the NPPF.

3. Residential Amenity
The two-storey dwellings will overlook neighbouring gardens, resulting in loss of privacy. The access road and increased activity will introduce additional noise and light pollution, harming the tranquillity currently enjoyed by existing residents.

4. Highway Safety
Nine Ashes Road is narrow, unlit, without pavements and contains blind bends. It is unsuitable for increased traffic. The proposed access arrangements raise concerns regarding visibility, emergency vehicle access and refuse collection. The development would increase vehicle movements in an already constrained location, contrary to Local Plan Policy T1.

5. Biodiversity
The site supports wildlife including bats, birds, badgers and amphibians. A badger sett is located near the boundary. The development would result in habitat loss and fails to demonstrate meaningful biodiversity net gain, contrary to Policy DM2 and Schedule 7A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.

Conclusion
For the reasons outlined above - unsustainable location, Green Belt harm, highway safety concerns, impact on residential amenity and biodiversity loss - we respectfully request that planning permission be refused.




2025/26.139	Reports and Members Reports
a) Chairman’s Report – Cllr Acton thanked Cllr Catlin for hosting the over 65’s Christmas Lunch. He noted his parents in law were in attendance and had a great afternoon. 

b) Vice Chairman’s Report – Cllr Bosworth was not in attendance. 

c) District & County Councillors Reports – District Councillor Mary Dadd was not in attendance but provided a written report to the Clerk which detailed the following:

Due to changes of staff in EFDC housing team Cllr Dadd has not yet received an answer from Highways about possibilities of a diagonal crossover at Millfield.

Cllr Smith highlighted continuous issues with parking at Millfield.


d) Ward Councillor reports
Paslow Common - None 
High Ongar - Cllr Funnell reiterated that an advertising sign had been erected along the pathway next to the High Ongar Post Office. The Clerk advised that this has been reported and she is also discussing the matter with Cllr Mary Dadd. 
Cllr Arthur also advised that there was another fly tipping incident at Forest Lodge Road. It has now been removed and was noted that EFDC seem quite reactive to fly tipping incidents. 
Norton Maderville- None.

e) Highways Report – none 

f) High Ongar Village Hall – 
Cllr Smith confirmed that all committee members are now logged on the charity commission website as trustee. They have instructed a member of the committee to support with maintenance matters, and Cllr Smith has formally joined the committee as Treasurer. All records have been brought fully up to date. In her report, Cllr Smith expressed concern regarding the financial impact of repairs and maintenance, noting a significant loss in this area; however, governance procedures have now been introduced for any expenditure over £500, and the accounts are currently showing a profit. It was agreed by committee members to begin organising events to generate independent income for the Hall. Following discussion, it was also agreed that the Pattang Court that had previously been mentioned is no longer considered a suitable option

g) Police Reports – None.  

2025/26.140	Clerk’s Report
The Clerk provided a verbal report which included the following matters:

· A&J Lighting have now completed their annual  inspection, cleaning and repairs to the Parish Council–owned lights as instructed. Thirteen lights were found to be glowing blue due to LED chip panel faults; these panels have been replaced, and the lights are now emitting the correct white light. Eight light sensors were found to have water ingress and have also been replaced. A copy of the report has been circulated to Councillors. The invoice is detailed further in the agenda and warranty details will be checked.
· A “Play in the Park” session has been booked for the morning of Monday 27th July.
· The Clerk reported that the alleged planning breach at Morgans Farm has been reported and is currently under investigation. The investigating officer has confirmed that she is already dealing with the matter and has requested that the agent submit a planning application to regularise the boundary treatments. This indicates that, following a site visit, the officer considers that an application for the additional entrance may be supported and has therefore invited a retrospective application.
· The Clerk reported a vandalised 50mph sign on the A414 opposite Crownlands Garage. Essex Highways have risk assessed the report and determined that no immediate action is required.
2025/26.141	RCCE Membership
This matter was moved to close session.

2025/26.142	IT Policy 
Councillors reviewed the IT policy attached to this agenda and felt it would be useful to have SkilledTech look over it prior to approval. 

2025/26.143	Utility Aid
It was noted that the Clerk has made initial contact with Utility Aid, who are a UK based energy brokerage who help non-profit organisations to source competitive quotes for their utility bills. This Council currently sources their streetlight electricity from NPower; however, the Clerk hopes to have some further comparative electricity quotes available at the March meeting.

2025/26.144	Assertion 10
 Members were reminded that from 2025/26 parish and town councils will be required to complete a new Assertion 10 as part of its Annual Governance Statement. This new requirement goes beyond the previous expectations bundled together under Assertion 3. The 2025 Practitioners' Guide, issued by the Smaller Authorities Proper Practices Panel (SAPPP) (formerly JPAG), sets out the requirements of Assertion 10. 

These include:
· Using a council-owned (preferably .gov.uk) domain for the official website and for all councillor and staff email addresses. It was noted that this Council usus a .gov.uk domain and website.  
· Operate an accessible website that meets current accessibility regulations (WCAG 2.2 AA). The Clerk reported that she has updated the parish website to ensure it meets current accessibility requirements, using an online tool called WAVE which was recommended at the training she attended. A significant portion of the training focused on ensuring that all documents are fully accessible. Going forward, all new documents will be amended to meet accessibility standards and will be uploaded to the website in Word format rather than as PDFs. The Clerk confirmed that previous documents will not be retrospectively amended; however, should any member of the public require access to earlier documents, they may contact the Clerk by email and assistance will be provided
· Comply with UK GDPR and the Data Protection Act 2018, ensuring personal data is processed lawfully and securely.
· Recognise and fulfil the council’s role as a Data Controller, with appropriate policies and procedures in place.
· Publish required documents under the Freedom of Information Act and the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities.
· Have appropriate IT and email management policies to support secure and compliant digital operations.

2025/26.145	Thornwood Grounds Maintenance
This Councils current grass cutting is undertaken by Thornwood Grounds Maintenance. They have advised that from April 2026 their prices will increase by 3%. The Clerk advised that this potential increase was forecasted in the 2026/2027 budget. All Councillors were happy to continue the contract with Thornwood Grounds Maintenance. 

2025/26.146	Signage request from member of the public
The Clerk has been contacted by a member of the public requesting the below:

“we need more new & larger speed signs 30mph, there are bigger ones with the Nine Ashes sign when you enter from Rookery Rd, but if you enter from Blackmore village there are 2 or 3 speed signs as you go along the 30 mph section but they are very small, and some are partly knocked over or blocked by trees when the leaves are out. We need larger & fresher signs, maybe some 30mph painted on the road too. 

If you enter from Stondon Massey there is a 30 mph sign but no “Nine Ashes” with “Please drive carefully”, like there is if you enter from the Rookery Rd end.

We also need more horse signage, we get a lot of horse riders who get a lot of abuse from drivers, and the horse sign outside my house opposite Paslow Common, directly opposite where the sign was taken out yesterday, is completely blank, there should be a horse picture on it. There are not many of these signs at all along this stretch of road, but a lot of horses go on this.

Dog walkers/pedestrian signage would also be useful; there are a lot of those around here.

There is no deer signage, but we get a huge number of deer crossing to the fields either side.

Basically, everyone drives far too fast, it is all a 30mph section, signage could be much clearer, more frequent & larger signs. If we can get some electronic signs put in too that would help.

I have stopped walking my dog on the road because it is too dangerous & there is no path.

I have contacted community speed watch but they won’t cover this stretch of road as there is no path for them to stand on.

Any ramps or give way islands as have been put in villages like Highwood would be even better, but anything you can do would help I’m sure.”
The Clerk has responded with the below:

“There are a considerable number of suggested changes within your email.  Some of the suggestions (which include broken, missing or damaged signs) should be reported directly to Essex County Council for repair. With regard to the additional signage, again Essex County Council are the highway authority who would agree this.  From a Parish Council perspective, if we wanted to fund additional signs, the normal process would be for be for the Parish Council to consider them in conjunction with our Essex County Council Councillor, and if he supports the proposed changes then a Local Highways Panel request would be sent to Essex County Council to consider them.  We have recently been advised that the Local Highway Panel are not accepting any new requests, and this is likely to be the situation for at least the next two years whilst Local Government Reorganisation is considered by Government”

The Clerk has contacted County Councillor Jaymey McIvor requesting an update on the procedure to take now that the LHP is suspended. However, she has not yet received a response. 

Councillors agreed that the current budget for 2026/2027 does not allow for such purchases; however, the item will be placed on a list for consideration during the 2027/2028 budget planning process.

2025/26.147	Speed signs
Repairs to existing Mill Lane speed sign
The Clerk contacted Elan City to request an estimated cost to repairing a speed sign such as the one located at Mill Lane. This speed sign has been in situ since 2008, and such Elan City have advised that the speed sign would not be worth repairing as it would be at the end of its useful life which is usually around 10-12 years. They have advised that to purchase a similar unit from WESTCOTEC (which looks similar) would cost £3k-£4k.

Councillors agreed that it is not worth replacing the current sign as its not in the correct place. 

Essex Highways License – Speed sign (Location: The Street) 
At the previous meeting Councillors were made aware that the original location they suggested for a Speed sign along The Street was not appropriate. Highways suggested that the Speed sign be placed outside Southgate House on The Street, giving great visibility to catch data from vehicles going in both directions. Essex Highways did advice that there were no other suitable locations due to the number of bends in the road. 

Councillors agreed to place this item on the March agenda to consider once the thoughts of the neighbouring properties have been obtained. 

Extension of 30 MPH Limit 
The Clerk reported that she has emailed Cllr Jaymey McIvor Jaymey aswell as a contact at Essex Highways to seek clarification on the current process following the cessation of the Local Highways Panel (LHP) applications. As LHP is no longer effectively operating, a new contact has been provided, and the Clerk has made contact to request guidance on how the Council should proceed.
	
2025/26.148 Planning applications responded to by way of Clerks Delegated Powers:

	Reference
	Address                             
	Description
	Comments

	EPF/0028/26

	Fieldview, Ashlings Farm, Blackmore Road, Ingatestone, Essex, CM4 0JU
	Erection of a self-build dwelling.
	No comments made

	EPF/0007/26

	3, King Street, High Ongar, Ongar, CM5 9NS
	Part Ground floor rear extension and part first floor extension with pitched roof.
	No comments made




Councillors requested that, when considering an application circulated by email, the absence of any response within the specified timeframe be taken as no comment.

2025/26.150	Planning Updates
Councillors noted the below planning updates: 

	Reference
	Address                             
	Description
	Information

	EPF/0121/26

	Land and garages at Whitehills Road, Loughton, Essex IG10 1TS
	Approval of Details Reserved by Conditions 3 Materials, 4 Gates, 5 Surface Water Drainage and 7 Levels of EPF/0145/25 Allowed on Appeal (Existing garages enlarged, extended and reduced from 27no. garages to 21no. garages).
	This Council is not able to comment on this application. 



2025/26.151	Finance
151.1	It was noted that the bank balance as of 31st January was £43,647.43
151.2	A bank reconciliation was tabled and signed accordingly by the Chairman.
151.3	The below payments were agreed 

	Payee
	Description                                
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	Skilled Tech 
	RMM, antivirus and Microsoft 365 for period February 2026
	Online
	£93.66

	HMRC
	Employers NI (January 2026)
	Online 
	£14.74

	Bonnie Jones 
	Clerks Salary (January)
	PAID
	£493.08

	Archer Signs 
	Paslow Common sign and posts 
	Online 
	£206.40

	Councilwise 
	Assertion 10 Training course
	Online
	£30.00

	A&J Lighting 
	Annual inspection and repairs 
	Online 
	£2,520.00



2025/26.152	Outstanding Matters
Councillors gave their thanks to Cllr Bosworth for installing the new Paslow Common sign. 

2025/26.153	Date of next meeting
The next meeting of High Ongar Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 18th March 2026 and will be held at a new location: High Ongar Primary School.

2025/26.154	Exclusion of the public and the press

Legal advice and sale of land discussion.
Councillors agreed to wait for contact before moving forward with any legal advice. 

RCCE Membership 
The Clerk provided an update on the matter. Cllr Smith advised that she had obtained additional information and supporting documents which may help to clarify the current situation and resolve any arising confusion.

Meeting close: 21:26
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