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Chair: Cllr Toby Acton
Clerk: Bonnie Jones | Ware Farm, The Street, High Roding, CM6 1NT | 
clerk@highongar-pc.gov.uk |   www.highongar-pc.gov.uk   


You are hereby summoned to attend 
A Meeting of High Ongar Parish Council 
To be held on 
MONDAY 27TH July 2026 – at 7:30pm
at HIGH ONGAR VILLAGE HALL

for the purpose of transacting business as shown on the agenda below.

The public and press are welcome to be present. Please note that this meeting may be recorded.



Parish Clerk 
Date: 21/07/2026

AGENDA

2026/27.39	Apologies for Absence
Members are reminded that s85 of the Local Government Act 1972 states that apologies for absence must be received prior to the meeting.

2026/27.40	Other Absences

2026/27.41	Declarations of Interest
To declare the existence and nature of any Disclosable Pecuniary, Other Registerable Interest or Non-Registerable Interest relating to items on the agenda.

2026/27.42 	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
To agree the Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting and the Annual Parish Assembly which took place on the 17th of June 2026.

2026/27.43	Public Participation Session
The Chair will invite questions and observations from members of the public present. A maximum time of 15 minutes will be allowed, with 3 minutes per person.

2026/27.44 	Reports and Members Reports
a) Chairman’s Report – verbal report. 

b) Vice Chairman’s Report

c) District & County Councillors Reports - District Councillors are invited to submit a written report if they are unable to attend the Parish Council Meeting.

d) Parish Councillors - verbal reports will be received if no written report has been submitted.
- Ward Councillor Report – Paslow Common 
- Ward Councillor Report - High Ongar 
- Ward Councillor Report- Norton Mandeville 

e) Highways Report

f) High Ongar Village Hall – To receive a report from Cllr Smith

g) Police Reports 

2026/27.45	Clerk’s Report
To receive any reports from the Clerk.

2026/27.45	Speed sign recalibration – extra cost  
The Clerk has been advised by Westcott that the there is an extra cost for a site visit of a speed sign. The cost for attending and assessing the sign is £195.00 + VAT, plus a £30.00 fuel surcharge. They have requested that we advise on our budget for any repairs so that they are able to complete any repairs during the same site visit. 

Councillors are asked how they wish to proceed.

2026/27.45	Internal Audit   
The Clerk has received the internal audit report for 2025/2026 that was carried out by Heelis & Lodge. A copy of the audit report is attached to this agenda. The following recommendations were made by the auditor:

· To adopt and publish an accessibility statement.
· To adopt and publish a data protection policy.
· Upload missing Audit information for 2021-2022 and 2022-2023.

The Clerk has created an accessibility statement and data protection policy which are detailed later in the agenda for Councillors to consider. The missing audit information has been published. 

2026/27.45	Policies and Procedures  
The Clerk has reviewed High Ongar Parish Council’s Policies and Procedures that were previously reviewed in 2025 and feels that no changes are required. Councillors are asked to review and agree the adoption of the below policies and procedures:

Complaints procedure - reviewed in July 2025
Disciplinary Procedure - reviewed in July 2025
Financial Regulations - reviewed in July 2025
Financial Risk assessment – reviewed in July 2025
Freedom of Information – reviewed in July 2025
Grievance Policy – reviewed in July 2025
Health & Safety – reviewed in July 2025
Internal Control Policy - reviewed in July 2025
Recording of Council Meetings - reviewed in July 2025
Scheme of delegation - reviewed in July 2025
Staff and Member training Policy - reviewed in July 2025
Virement Policy - reviewed in July 2025

To note, the Standing Orders do not need to be reviewed as they were previously amended and adopted in March 2026 based on the current NALC model. This Council also adopted an IT policy back in March 2026.

An accessibility statement and a data protection policy is also attached to this agenda for Councillors to consider adopting. 

2026/27.45	Public Path Diversion 
To note, Essex County Council has made an order to divert Bridleway 20 in High Ongar. Attached to this agenda is a copy of the made to order notice. This has been placed on the notice board. 

2026/27.45	Requested use of Paslow Common  
The Clerk has been contacted by a resident to request the use of Paslow Common on the 5th of September for use of parking cars due to a wedding being held. 

Councillors are asked to consider this request. 

2026/27.53	Planning applications responded to by way of Clerks Delegated Powers:

	Reference
	Address                             
	Description
	Comments 

	EPF/1203/26

	8 The Rookeries, Rookery Road, High Ongar, Ongar, CM4 0FL
	Single storey rear and side extension.
Planning Application: EPF/1203/26
	No comments 

	EPF/1206/26

	Birchgrove Farm, Woolmongers Lane, High Ongar, Ongar, CM4 0JX
	Erection of six dwellings with associated amenity space, access and parking in lieu of existing commercial and residential buildings.
Planning Application: EPF/1206/26
	No comments 

	EPF/1229/26

	3, King Street, High Ongar, Ongar, CM5 9NS
	Part ground floor rear extension and first floor rear extension and new entrance porch.
Planning Application: EPF/1229/26
	No comments



2026/27.54	Planning applications for consideration	
Councillors are asked to consider the below planning application: 

	Reference
	Address                             
	Description
	Consultation deadline 

	EPF/1390/26

	Spencer House, King Street, High Ongar, Ongar, CM5 9NR
	Erection of stables together with menage/arena and change of use to equine.
Planning Application: EPF/1390/26
	07/08/2026



2026/27.55	Planning Updates
There were no planning updates at the time this agenda was distributed. 

2026/27.56	Finance
55.1	To note the status of the accounts.
55.2	Clerk to provide bank reconciliation, to be reviewed and signed by the Chairman. 
55.3	To agree the following payments:

	Payee
	Description                                
	Invoice NO
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	Heelis & Lodge 
	2024/2025 Internal Audit 
	HL9752
	Online
	£170.00

	HMRC 
	June Employer NI and Tax deductions 
	NA
	Online 
	£36.74

	Bonnie Jones
	Clerks Salary (June)
	NA
	PAID
	£493.08

	TGM
	Grass cutting (June)
	INV-1142
	Online 
	£358.44

	TBS Hygiene ltd
	Dog waste collection (June)
	8899
	Online 
	£48.00

	High Ongar Village Hall 
	Hall hire (June)
	HOVH60
	Online 
	£36.00




2026/27.57	Outstanding Matters
To note any outstanding matters.

2026/27.58	Date of next meeting
The date of the next meeting of High Ongar Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 9th of September at the High Ongar Village Hall.

2026/27.59	Exclusion of the public and the press
In the event that an agenda item needs to be discussed confidentially, councillors will be asked to consider the following motion to be proposed by the Chairman: “That the public and the press be excluded from the meeting, the Council believing that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business about to be discussed. However, an item may be placed in the Confidential part of the meeting so long as it is accordance with the Statutory Guidance. 
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