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Clerk: Bonnie Jones | The Small Barn, The Street, High Roding, CM6 1NT | 
clerk@highongar-pc.gov.uk |   www.highongar-pc.gov.uk   


Meeting of High Ongar Parish Council
Monday 27th July 2026 – at 7:30pm
at the High Ongar Village Hall

MINUTES


Present: Cllr Acton (Chairman), Cllr Bosworth, Cllr Catlin, Cllr Smith, Cllr Funnell, Cllr Gallichio and Cllr Arthur 

District Councillors Mary Dadd
Clerk (Bonnie Jones) 


2026/27.39	Apologies for Absence
Apologies received form Cllr Gray. 

2026/27.40	Other Absences
None

2026/27.41	Declarations of Interest
None

2026/27.42 	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
It was unanimously resolved that the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting which took place on the 17th of June were a true record and were signed accordingly. 

2026/27.43	Public Participation Session
There were no members of the public in attendance.

2026/27.44 	Reports and Members Reports
a) Chairman’s Report – Cllr Acton gave his deepest condolence to all those effected by the tragic plane accident that took place in High Ongar a few weeks ago. Cllr Acton provided a written statement on behalf of the Council for Everything Epping Forest News. 

b) Vice Chairman’s Report – None

c) District & County Councillors Reports – District Councillor Mary Dadd provided a verbal report which included the following matters:

· There is a great deal of work going on in EFDC to improve decision making on Major Developments
· There will be strict criteria for referring to planning committees
· protecting Green Belt and BMV land
· Grey Belt review  EFDC is expecting a consultation on this in the autumn
· Millfield Parking issue has now been taken up with a senior officer
· Fly tipping  action is improving under TVS
· ONPCG is holding a further Roads Subcommittee meeting on Monday 7th September


d) Parish Councillors – 
- Ward Councillor Report – Paslow Common – None
- Ward Councillor Report - High Ongar – Councillors discussed the boxing event that took place in High Ongar over the weekend. Councillors discussed a number of concerns they had surrounding the event and their disappointment in EFDC for their lack on communication. Councillors agree to write a written complaint to EFDC detailing their concerns.  
- Ward Councillor Report- Norton Mandeville – None

e) Highways Report – None

f) High Ongar Village Hall – High Ongar Village Hall have recently had some repairs on the roof.  

g) Police Reports – None.

2026/27.45	Clerk’s Report
The Clerk had no written report 

2026/27.45	Speed sign recalibration – extra cost  
The Clerk has been advised by Westcott that the there is an extra cost for a site visit of a speed sign. The cost for attending and assessing the sign is £195.00 + VAT, plus a £30.00 fuel surcharge. They have requested that we advise on our budget for any repairs so that they are able to complete any repairs during the same site visit. 

Councillors agreed that Cllr Bosworth would attend the site visit and agree for works to be completed up to a sum of £350. The Clerk will agree a date and time for the site visit and liaise with Cllr Bosworth as to when this will take place. 

2026/27.45	Internal Audit   
The Clerk advised she has received the internal audit report for 2025/2026 that was carried out by Heelis & Lodge. A copy of the audit report is attached to this agenda. The following recommendations were made by the auditor:

· To adopt and publish an accessibility statement.
· To adopt and publish a data protection policy.
· Upload missing Audit information for 2021-2022 and 2022-2023.

The Clerk has created an accessibility statement and data protection policy which are detailed later in the agenda for Councillors to consider. The missing audit information has been published. 

2026/27.45	Policies and Procedures  
The Clerk has reviewed High Ongar Parish Council’s Policies and Procedures that were previously reviewed in 2025 and feels that no changes are required. Councillors agreed to re-adopt the below policies and procedures.

Complaints procedure - reviewed in July 2025
Disciplinary Procedure - reviewed in July 2025
Financial Regulations - reviewed in July 2025
Financial Risk assessment – reviewed in July 2025
Freedom of Information – reviewed in July 2025
Grievance Policy – reviewed in July 2025
Health & Safety – reviewed in July 2025
Internal Control Policy - reviewed in July 2025
Recording of Council Meetings - reviewed in July 2025
Scheme of delegation - reviewed in July 2025
Staff and Member training Policy - reviewed in July 2025
Virement Policy - reviewed in July 2025

It was noted that the Standing Orders do not need to be reviewed as they were previously amended and adopted in March 2026 based on the current NALC model. This Council also adopted an IT policy back in March 2026.

Councillors also agreed to adopt the attached accessibility statement and data protection policy. 

2026/27.45	Public Path Diversion 
It was noted that Essex County Council has made an order to divert Bridleway 20 in High Ongar. 

2026/27.45	Requested use of Paslow Common  
Councillors agreed to the use of Paslow Common on the 5th of September for use of parking cars due to a wedding being held. 
2026/27.53	Planning applications responded to by way of Clerks Delegated Powers:

	Reference
	Address                             
	Description
	Comments 

	EPF/1203/26

	8 The Rookeries, Rookery Road, High Ongar, Ongar, CM4 0FL
	Single storey rear and side extension.
Planning Application: EPF/1203/26
	No comments 

	EPF/1206/26

	Birchgrove Farm, Woolmongers Lane, High Ongar, Ongar, CM4 0JX
	Erection of six dwellings with associated amenity space, access and parking in lieu of existing commercial and residential buildings.
Planning Application: EPF/1206/26
	No comments 

	EPF/1229/26

	3, King Street, High Ongar, Ongar, CM5 9NS
	Part ground floor rear extension and first floor rear extension and new entrance porch.
Planning Application: EPF/1229/26
	No comments

	EPF/1306/26

	292, Garra, Nine Ashes Road, High Ongar, Ongar, CM4 0LA

	Change of use of use of domestic swimming pool to mixed domestic and swim school use (to facilitate up to 3 hours of swimming lessons Monday-Friday).

	Comments below

	High Ongar Parish Council wish object to planning application EPF/1306/26.
Whilst we acknowledge that the applicant has revised the proposal by reducing the number of classes and limiting the proposed operating hours following discussions with Epping Forest District Council, we do not believe these amendments address the fundamental planning issues. They merely reduce the frequency of the activity rather than resolving the underlying concerns about the principle of the development. Our objections are as follows:

1. Detrimental Impact on Residential Amenity
The proposal represents an inappropriate commercial use within what is fundamentally a quiet residential area in a rural Green Belt setting.
The operation of swimming lessons generates regular vehicle movements, arrivals and departures, conversations between parents and children, engine noise, car doors slamming and general activity throughout the day. These activities inevitably erode the peaceful character of the surrounding residential environment.
Although the revised application proposes fewer classes, the impact remains significant because it is the commercial nature of the use itself that is at issue, not simply the number of sessions. Residents should reasonably expect to enjoy their homes without the ongoing disturbance associated with a commercial enterprise.
There are also concerns regarding privacy, with a continual flow of visitors who have no connection with the locality increasing activity around neighbouring residential properties.

2. Unsustainable Location
This proposal is located within a rural residential area where access is largely dependent on private motor vehicles.
Unlike facilities located within towns or villages, this site is not sustainably located for a commercial swimming lesson business. Families attending lessons are highly likely to travel by car, resulting in unnecessary vehicle journeys that conflict with the objectives of promoting sustainable development.
The proposal therefore represents an unsustainable form of commercial development in an inappropriate rural location.

3. Highway Safety and Increased Traffic
The commercial use results in a significant increase in vehicle movements compared with the lawful residential use of the property.
The continual arrival and departure of vehicles creates additional traffic on roads that were never intended to serve a commercial leisure facility. Parents dropping off and collecting children at regular intervals increase congestion, turning movements and the potential for conflict with other road users.
Reducing the number of classes does not remove these highway concerns. It merely spreads them over fewer occasions while still introducing a level of commercial traffic that is incompatible with the residential character of the area.

4. Inappropriate Development in the Green Belt
The proposal represents an inappropriate commercial intensification of a residential property situated within the Green Belt.
The purpose of Green Belt policy is not only to prevent inappropriate physical development but also to safeguard openness and protect the rural character of the countryside.
Whilst there may be limited physical alterations, the intensity of the commercial activity fundamentally changes the character of the site from a private dwelling to a destination business attracting regular visitors throughout the week.
This urbanising effect is harmful to the openness and rural character of the Green Belt and conflicts with the purposes of Green Belt designation.

5. Challenge to the Claimed Community Benefit
The application places considerable emphasis on providing a community benefit.
However, previous applications referred to a parent associated with a local school providing lessons on a not-for-profit basis for pupils. The current proposal is materially different.
This application seeks permission for a commercial, for-profit swimming lesson business that is open to paying customers generally and is not restricted to SEND children or pupils from a particular school.
While specialist swimming provision is valuable, that does not automatically justify the establishment of a commercial business within a residential property in the Green Belt. Similar services can and should be provided from appropriately located leisure or community facilities that are designed for such uses.
The claimed community benefit should therefore be given limited weight, as it does not outweigh the planning harm arising from the proposal.

6. Enforcement Concerns
The reduction in operating hours and class numbers relies entirely upon compliance with the proposed schedule.
Should permission be granted, there is understandable concern regarding how any restrictions would be monitored and enforced in practice. Residents have no confidence that the activity would remain within the stated limits over time.
Planning decisions should be based upon whether the proposed use is acceptable in principle. In this case, we do not believe that imposing conditions limiting the number of classes adequately addresses the fundamental planning concerns arising from the commercial use of a residential property.

Conclusion
In summary, this proposal constitutes an unsustainable commercial exploitation of a residential property within the Green Belt. It has materially altered the nature of the property from a private home to a commercial swimming lesson venue, bringing with it increased traffic, noise, disturbance and activity that are incompatible with the character of the area.
The revised application simply reduces the extent of the commercial operation but does not overcome the principal objections. The fundamental issue remains that this is an inappropriate commercial use in a residential Green Belt location.
For these reasons, I respectfully request that Epping Forest District Council refuses planning permission.




2026/27.54	Planning applications for consideration	
Councillors are asked to consider the below planning application: 

	Reference
	Address                             
	Description
	Consultation deadline 

	EPF/1390/26

	Spencer House, King Street, High Ongar, Ongar, CM5 9NR
	Erection of stables together with menage/arena and change of use to equine.
Planning Application: EPF/1390/26
	07/08/2026

	No comment 

	EPF/1433/26

	Morgans Farm, Chelmsford Road, Norton Heath, CM4 0LQ
	Erection of Entrance Gates and Replacement Fence along front boundary behind highway verge (Retrospective)
Planning Application: EPF/1433/26
	14/08/2026

	The Parish Council strongly objects to the increasing use of retrospective planning applications. Whilst it acknowledges that the submission of retrospective applications is provided for within the planning system, it considers that this practice undermines public confidence in the planning process by allowing development to proceed without the benefit of prior scrutiny or consultation.

The Council is disappointed that the applicant chose to undertake the development before obtaining the necessary planning permission. This approach circumvents the established planning process and sets an undesirable precedent, potentially encouraging others to proceed with unauthorised works in the expectation that permission can be sought afterwards.

The retrospective nature of this application should not weigh in its favour. The Local Planning Authority is requested to assess the proposal with the same degree of severity as if the application had been submitted before works commenced and, where the development is found to conflict with local or national planning policy or causes unacceptable harm, the Council requests that planning permission be refused and that appropriate enforcement action be considered.




2026/27.55	Planning Updates
There were no planning updates.

2026/27.56	Finance
56.1	The bank balance as of 30th June 2026 was £50,660.68
56.2	The Clerk confirmed a bank reconciliation will be provided at the next meeting.
56.3	To agree the following payments:

	Payee
	Description                                
	Invoice NO
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	Heelis & Lodge 
	2024/2025 Internal Audit 
	HL9752
	Online
	£170.00

	HMRC 
	June Employer NI and Tax deductions 
	NA
	Online 
	£36.94

	Bonnie Jones
	Clerks Salary (June)
	NA
	PAID
	£493.08

	TGM
	Grass cutting (June)
	INV-1142
	Online 
	£358.44

	TBS Hygiene ltd
	Dog waste collection (June)
	8899
	Online 
	£48.00

	High Ongar Village Hall 
	Hall hire (June)
	HOVH60
	Online 
	£36.00




2026/27.57	Outstanding Matters
Cllr Bosworth advised that some replacement defib pads will need to be purchased shortly. He will email the clerk with the details of what pads need to be purchased. 

2026/27.58	Date of next meeting
The date of the next meeting of High Ongar Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 9th of September at the High Ongar Village Hall.

Apologies received from Cllr Acton and District Councillor Mary Dadd. 

2026/27.59	Exclusion of the public and the press
There were no matters to be discussed.

Meeting end - 8:57pm
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