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Chair: Cllr Toby Acton
Clerk: Bonnie Jones | Ware Farm, The Street, High Roding, CM6 1NT | 
clerk@highongar-pc.gov.uk |   www.highongar-pc.gov.uk   


You are hereby summoned to attend 
A Meeting of High Ongar Parish Council 
To be held on 
WEDNESDAY 17TH June 2026 – at 7:30pm
at HIGH ONGAR VILLAGE HALL

for the purpose of transacting business as shown on the agenda below.

The public and press are welcome to be present. Please note that this meeting may be recorded.



Parish Clerk 
Date: 12/06/2026

AGENDA

2026/27.39	Apologies for Absence
Members are reminded that s85 of the Local Government Act 1972 states that apologies for absence must be received prior to the meeting.

2026/27.40	Other Absences

2026/27.41	Declarations of Interest
To declare the existence and nature of any Disclosable Pecuniary, Other Registerable Interest or Non-Registerable Interest relating to items on the agenda.

2026/27.42 	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
To agree the Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting and the Annual Parish Assembly which took place on the 13th of May 2026.

2026/27.43	Public Participation Session
The Chair will invite questions and observations from members of the public present. A maximum time of 15 minutes will be allowed, with 3 minutes per person.

2026/27.44 	Reports and Members Reports
a) Chairman’s Report – verbal report. 

b) Vice Chairman’s Report

c) District & County Councillors Reports - District Councillors are invited to submit a written report if they are unable to attend the Parish Council Meeting.

d) Parish Councillors - verbal reports will be received if no written report has been submitted.
- Ward Councillor Report – Paslow Common 
- Ward Councillor Report - High Ongar 
- Ward Councillor Report- Norton Mandeville 

e) Highways Report

f) High Ongar Village Hall – To receive a report from Cllr Smith

g) Police Reports 

2026/27.45	Clerk’s Report
To receive any reports from the Clerk.

2026/27.46	Litter Bins 
The Clerk has contacted EFDC to request a price for the waste collection of 2 new litter bins in the High Ongar area. The Clerk hopes to have this information in time for the meeting. 

Councillors are asked if they are happy with the cost provided to agree a location for each bin. 

2026/27.47	Confirmation of VAT Reclaim 
To note, The VAT Return for 2025/2026 has been completed and submitted for £1,781.44.

2026/27.48	Request for use of Paslow Common for Parking 
The Clerk has been contacted by a local resident to request the use of Paslow common on the 20th of June for parking vehicles due to a large 50th birthday celebration being held at a residence along Nine Ashes Road. 

Councillors are asked to consider this request? 

2026/27.49	Internal Audit 
a) The Internal Audit report for 2025/2026 financial year will be tabled at the meeting. 
b) Councillors are asked to agree the appointment of Heelis & Lodge as this Councils internal auditor for the 2026/2027 financial year.

2026/27.50	External Audit AGAR 2025/2026 
Each year the Parish Council is required to submit to an External Audit by an externally appointed Auditor. For 2025/2026, will be PKF Littlejohn, and the Audit is known as the Limited Assurance Review. 

An Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) needs to be completed and approved by Council. The limited assurance review was created to provide reassurance and transparency to local residents. For the 2025/2026 financial year, this Council is eligible to classify itself as Exempt from the review as it meets the following criteria set out in section 9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015: 

· total gross income and total gross expenditure below £25k; and
· no public interest report/statutory recommendation/advisory notice/judicial review/application to court re unlawful item of account issued by its external auditor for the 2025/26 year; and
· the relevant financial year is not one of the first three years of the authority’s existence. 

Whilst the Council is exempt from review, it must still allow for the relevant period of public rights. Councillors are asked to consider and agree by way of resolution the eligibility for exemption and completion and signing of the AGAR in the following order:

Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement
Section 2 – Accounting Statement
Certificate of exemption

2026/27.51	Review effectiveness of internal controls
Each year the parish Council is required to review the effectiveness of its internal Controls.  Councillors are asked to consider this matter. The Clerk will provide an update.

2026/27.52	Speed sign outside Village Hall
Clerk to provide an update on this.

2026/27.53	Planning applications responded to by way of Clerks Delegated Powers:

	Reference
	Address                             
	Description
	Comments 

	EPF/0965/26

	Ash Barn, Chelmsford Road, High Ongar, CM5 9NX
	Proposed outbuilding.
	No comments 



2026/27.54	Planning applications for consideration	
Councillors are asked to consider the below planning application: 

	Reference
	Address                             
	Description
	Consultation deadline 

	EPF/1084/26

	Readings Farm, Norton Heath Road Old A414, High Ongar, Ingatestone, CM4 0LP
	Prior Approval for change of use of an agricultural building to a commercial business use (Use Class E).
Planning Application: EPF/1084/26
	24/06/2026



2026/27.55	Planning Updates
There were no planning updates at the time this agenda was distributed. 

2026/27.56	Finance
55.1	To note the status of the accounts.
55.2	Clerk to provide bank reconciliation, to be reviewed and signed by the Chairman. 
55.3	To agree the following payments:


	Payee
	Description                                
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	NPower
	Streetlight electricity (May)
	DD
	£52.86

	Bonnie Jones 
	Clerk Mileage reclaim 
	Online 
	£42.93

	HMRC
	Employers NI and Employee Tax Deductions (May)
	Online 
	£36.94

	Bonnie Jones
	Clerks Salary (May)
	PAID
	£493.08

	TGM Ltd 
	Grass cutting (May)
	Online 
	£358.44

	Skilled Tech 
	RMM, antivirus and Microsoft 365 for period June 2026
	Online 
	£93.66

	TBS Hygiene Ltd 
	Dog waste bin collection (June)
	Online 
	£38.40

	Zurich 
	Council Insurance 2026/2027
	PAID
	£300



2026/27.57	Outstanding Matters
To note any outstanding matters.

2026/27.58	Date of next meeting
To be agreed. 

2026/27.59	Exclusion of the public and the press
In the event that an agenda item needs to be discussed confidentially, councillors will be asked to consider the following motion to be proposed by the Chairman: “That the public and the press be excluded from the meeting, the Council believing that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business about to be discussed. However, an item may be placed in the Confidential part of the meeting so long as it is accordance with the Statutory Guidance. 
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