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Chair: Cllr Toby Acton
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Meeting of High Ongar Parish Council
WEDNESDAY 18th June 2026 – at 7:30pm
at the High Ongar Village Hall

MINUTES

Present: Cllr Acton (Chairman), Cllr Bosworth, Cllr Catlin, Cllr Smith and Cllr Funnell

District Councillors Mary Dadd* and Ray Balcoombe 
Clerk (Bonnie Jones) 

*for part of the meeting

2026/27.39	Apologies for Absence
Apologies received from Cllr Gray and Cllr Arthur 

2026/27.40	Other Absences
Cllr Gallichio 

2026/27.41	Declarations of Interest
None

2026/27.42 	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
It was unanimously resolved that the minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly and the Annual Meeting held on 13th of May 2026 were a true record and were signed accordingly.

2026/27.43	Public Participation Session
There we no members of the public present. 

2026/27.44 	Reports and Members Reports
a) Chairman’s Report – None

b) Vice Chairman’s Report - None

c) District & County Councillors Reports – 

Cllr Mary Dadd
Cllr Dadd gave her apologies and that she is occasionally unable to attend meetings. Since May, she has taken on the role of Chair for several different groups, which may affect her availability.
Unfortunately, she noted she has been unable to make any progress so far on the parking issues at Millfield, she confirmed she is still working on this.
 
Cllr Dadd discussed Epping Forest District Council (EFDC) being placed under special measures relating to major developments. Members were informed that a further explanation of the situation would be provided during an online teams meeting scheduled for the 22nd of June at 7:00 pm should anyone wish to join. 

It was explained that the Government introduced these measures because more than 10% of EFDC’s decisions on major developments had been overturned at appeal. It was noted that there is typically a one-year time lag between a development being refused and the subsequent appeal decision being made.
EFDC has since implemented additional measures to improve its decision-making processes and has now reduced the percentage of overturned decisions to below the 10% threshold. Cllr Dadd expressed disappointment that the Government did not take into account the measures that had already been introduced to strengthen the appeal and decision-making process before imposing the special measures.

She noted that the appeals system has recently undergone some changes.

Ray Balcombe - Waste and Environmental Services Update

Cllr Ray Balcombe provided an update on fly-tipping enforcement. Members were informed that enforcement measures have been strengthened, with fixed penalty fines increasing to up to £1,000. In many cases, vehicles involved in fly-tipping offences are also being seized. It was reported that fly-tipping incidents are typically cleared within 48 hours of being reported.

EFDC is also focusing on education and awareness, with plans to introduce information about waste services and responsible waste disposal in schools. Members noted that the waste collection service is achieving a sustained collection rate of 99.9%.

An update was provided on the new bin collection arrangements, which are reported to be operating very successfully. It was noted that the amount of brown waste being collected has now doubled. In addition, approximately 100 tonnes of food waste are being collected each week.


d) Parish Councillors - 
Ward Councillor Report - Paslow Common - None
- Ward Councillor Report - High Ongar – Cllr Funnell reported the passing of Gerard McCuin, a former Chairman of High Ongar, Councillor, and County Councillor. He was a highly respected and valued member of the community who will be greatly missed.
- Ward Councillor Report- Norton Mandeville – Cllr Smith advised that some incorrect road closure signage had been placed at along this road leading to the Travellers site. 

e) Highways Report – None. 

f) High Ongar Village Hall – None 

g) Police Reports 
The Clerk had received a response from PC Warren Shepherd regarding the incorrect crime statistics given at the previous meeting. He advised that the car stolen from High Ongar Village Hall on the 30th of May was unfortunately missed from his report which he gave his apologies for. He could not see that the attempted break in at Nash Hall had been reported. The Range Rover stolen outside the Foresters pub was missed due to the location coming under Ongar and not High Ongar. 

2026/27.45	Clerk’s Report
The Clerk has received a response from Essex Abnormal loads regarding the HGV’s travelling along incorrect routes. They advised that this isn’t actually an abnormal load problem but more of an HGV issue and so more often than not dealt with by the Police. They have forwarded the Clerks request to Essex Street works teams who deal with this type of issue prior to contacting the Police who of course can enforce.
2026/27.46	Litter Bins 
The Clerk has contacted EFDC to request a price for the waste collection of 2 new litter bins in the High Ongar area. The clerk noted that to place a bin on public/highways land came at no cost, however if it is placed on private land then the cost is £120 per year per bin. 

Councillors suggested to contact Cllr Gray to discuss if a bin outside the Primary School and along Forest Lane would be suitable locations. 

2026/27.47	Confirmation of VAT Reclaim 
It was noted that the VAT Return for 2025/2026 has been completed and submitted for £1,781.44.

2026/27.48	Request for use of Paslow Common for Parking 
The Clerk advised she has been contacted by a local resident to request the use of Paslow common on the 20th of June for parking vehicles due to a large 50th birthday celebration being held at a residence along Nine Ashes Road. 

The use of the common for this event was agreed by Councillors. 

2026/27.49	Internal Audit 
a) The Clerk advised that the Internal Audit documents have been sent to the Internal Audit however the Audit report has not yet been received. 
b) Councillors agreed the appointment of Heelis & Lodge as this Councils internal auditor for the 2026/2027 financial year.

2026/27.50	External Audit AGAR 2025/2026 
Councillors unanimously agreed that this Council met the criteria for exemption and would be claiming exemption for this financial year, and the AGAR requirements were duly completed.  

2026/27.51	Review effectiveness of internal controls
The Council has undertaken a review of the effectiveness of its internal control systems, including financial management, governance processes, and risk mitigation measures. Following this assessment, the Council is satisfied that the internal controls currently in place are effective. The controls continue to support the proper use of public funds, ensure transparency and accountability, and safeguard the Council’s assets. 

2026/27.52	Speed sign outside Village Hall
The Clerk confirmed that WESTCOTEC are able to come and collect the Village Hall speed sign for assessment for £79.50 (including collection). This was agreed by Councillors. 

2026/27.53	Planning applications responded to by way of Clerks Delegated Powers:

	Reference
	Address                             
	Description
	Comments 

	EPF/0965/26

	Ash Barn, Chelmsford Road, High Ongar, CM5 9NX
	Proposed outbuilding.
	No comments 



2026/27.54	Planning applications for consideration	
Councillors considered the below planning application: 

	Reference
	Address                             
	Description
	Consultation deadline 

	EPF/1084/26

	Readings Farm, Norton Heath Road Old A414, High Ongar, Ingatestone, CM4 0LP
	Prior Approval for change of use of an agricultural building to a commercial business use (Use Class E).
Planning Application: EPF/1084/26
	24/06/2026

	No comments.



2026/27.55	Planning Updates
None. 

2026/27.56	Finance
56.1	Councillors noted that the bank balance as of 31st of May 2026 was £51,550.44.
56.2	The Clerk provided a bank reconciliation which was reviewed and signed accordingly by the Chairman.
56.3	The below payments were agreed:


	Payee
	Description                                
	Invoice No
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	NPower
	Streetlight electricity (May)
	5677250
	DD
	£52.86

	Bonnie Jones 
	Clerk Mileage reclaim 
	NA
	Online 
	£42.93

	HMRC
	Employers NI and Employee Tax Deductions (May) and,
Missed 20p from April 2026 payment 
	NA
	Online 
	£37.14

	Bonnie Jones
	Clerks Salary (May)
	NA
	PAID
	£493.08

	TGM Ltd 
	Grass cutting (May) 
	1120
	Online 
	£358.44

	Skilled Tech 
	RMM, antivirus and Microsoft 365 for period June 2026
	2485
	Online 
	£93.66

	TBS Hygiene Ltd 
	Dog waste bin collection (June)
	8757
	Online 
	£38.40

	Zurich 
	Council Insurance 2026/2027
	556073934
	PAID
	£300



2026/27.57	Outstanding Matters
Cllr Catlin advised that himself and Cllr Funnell would be cutting the footpath at the back of the Italian restaurant at some point this week. 

2026/27.58	Date of next meeting
The Clerk will advise Councillors of available dates for the hall for the July meeting. 

2026/27.59	Exclusion of the public and the press
None. 

Meeting end: 20:39
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