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Chair: Cllr Toby Acton
Clerk: Bonnie Jones | Ware Farm, The Street, High Roding, CM6 1NT | 
clerk@highongar-pc.gov.uk |   www.highongar-pc.gov.uk   


Meeting of High Ongar Parish Council
WEDNESDAY 18th March 2026 – at 7:30pm
at the High Ongar Village Hall

MINUTES 

Present:	

Cllr Bosworth (acting chairman, Cllr Catlin, Cllr Smith and Cllr Gray

District Councillor Mary Dadd
Bonnie Jones (Clerk)

*For part of the meeting

Prior to the meeting condolences were passed onto the Chairman for his recent bereavement. 

2025/26.155	Apologies for Absence
Apologies received from Cllr Acton, Cllr Funnell, Cllr Artur and District Councillor Ray Balcombe. 

2025/26.156	Other Absences
Cllr Gallichio 

2025/26.157	Declarations of Interest
None.

2025/26.158 Minutes of the Previous Meeting
It was unanimously resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 11th of February 2026 were a true record and were signed accordingly.

Cllr Arthur, although not in attendance, did advise of an error on minute 139(d) Ward Councillor reports
High Ongar - ...Cllr Arthur also advised that there was another fly tipping incident at Forest Lane...
(Forest Lane should read Forest Lodge Road). 

The Clerk has made those changes. 


2025/26.159	Public Participation Session
None.

2025/26.160	Reports and Members Reports
a) Chairman’s Report – Cllr Bosworth asked if the spare defibrillator pads had been ordered. The Clerk advised that they have been ordered, and payment is noted later on in the agenda. 

b) Vice Chairman’s Report – None

c) District & County Councillors Reports – 
District Councillor Mary Dadd provided a verbal report which included the following matters:

Fly Tipping 
· Epping Forest District Council (EFDC) is working with TVS on fly-tipping issues. 
· Reported incidents should be cleared within 24 hours. 
· From April, fines for fly tipping have increased to £1,000. 
· Breakdown of waste: approximately 40% commercial and 60% household. 
· For incidents on private land, EFDC is supporting landowners with CCTV installation. 
Green Waste Bins 
· New green bins are being introduced. 
· Cost: £60 per bin. 
Economic Development Strategy 
· A new provisional economic development strategy is being developed. 
Planning – Nine Ashes 
· Ray Balcombe has called in the Nine Ashes planning application to committee (following the previous meeting). 
Parking – Millfield 
· Cllr Dadd is currently in the process of trying to find a solution for the ongoing parking issues at Millfield. 
Average Speed Cameras 
· Average speed cameras along the A414 are now operational. 
Proposed Development 
· Discussion held regarding a potential new development by Bloor Homes. 

d) Parish Councillors – 
- Ward Councillor Report – Paslow Common – None 
- Ward Councillor Report - High Ongar – None
- Ward Councillor Report- Norton Mandeville – None 

e) Highways Report – None 

f) High Ongar Village Hall – Cllr Smith advised that the committee have organised an event at the village hall to help generate income. A new website is now live and is generating a high level of traffic. New flooring is also being installed in the kitchen and women’s toilets.

g) Police Reports – PC Warren Shepherd advised the below traffic incidents statistic for period from 2nd March 25 to 1st March 26: 
1 Fatal
8 Injury (doesn’t say injury level)
2 Non Injury

Cllr Dadd noted that you are able to see road accidents that have taken place in your area using the Highways interactive map. 

2025/26.161	Clerk’s Report
The clerk provided a verbal report which included the following matters:

· A response was received from A&J regarding warranty arrangements. It was noted that new lights are supplied with a manufacturer warranty; however, individual component parts do not generally carry a warranty. Many components are purchased in bulk and may be held in stock for extended periods before use. For example, photoelectric cells typically have a one-year manufacturer warranty from the date of purchase, meaning that by the time they are installed, the warranty period may have expired. Similarly, LED panels are subject to the same conditions. It was confirmed, however, that if a light fails within a three-month period for the same reason it was previously repaired, replacement parts will be provided free of charge.
· The ICO payment of £52 is scheduled to be taken on 27 March, which will renew the council’s ICO registration for 2026.
· An update was provided regarding Bloor Homes. A potential large-scale application for approximately 250 new homes is being considered. Letters have been distributed to some residents in High Ongar seeking their views ahead of a formal application being submitted to Epping Forest District Council.
· It was reported that a sinking pothole at Woolmongers Lane had been raised with Highways at the end of February. Highways have confirmed that the issue has been investigated, risk assessed, and recorded, and that works are in the process of being scheduled.
· The Clerk advised that the advertisement sign that had been erected on the land at The Oaks, Millgrove was found to be owned and maintained by the same person who erected the signage. A sign of this sort could possibly require planning permission depending on the size. Cllr Catlin agreed to measure the sign and email the Clerk with the measurements. 



2025/26.162 Review the effectiveness of Internal Audit
Councillors reviewed the effectiveness of the system of internal audit and confirm they believe this is an effective system.

2025/26.163	IT Policy 
Councillors agreed the IT policy that was attached to the agenda. 

2025/26.164	Standing Orders 2026 
Councillors reviewed and agreed to adopt the Standing Orders attached to this agenda.

2025/26.165	EALC & Councilwise
The Clerk provided a comparison between the services offered by the Essex Association of Local Councils (EALC) and Councilwise, both of whom provide subscription-based support to Parish and Town Councils.

Councillors agreed to continue their yearly subscription with EALC.
Top of Form
Bottom of Form
2025/26.166	Utility Aid
As Councillors were made aware last meeting the Clerk was in the process of attempting to obtain a comparative streetlight electricity quote through Utility aid. Unfortunately, the best price received was significantly more expensive than the Councils current monthly payments with Npower.

2025/26.167	Speed signs
Essex Highways License – Speed sign (Location: The Street) 
At the previous meeting it was agreed for Cllr Catlin to get in contact with his neighbouring properties to discuss the possibilities of installing a VAS sign outside Southgate house on the Street. Cllr Catlin advised that has distributed letters to his neighbouring properties and all were happy with the installation of a VAS sign. However, Cllr Catlin felt that a VAS would not tackle the real issue of speeding along this road. 

A detailed discussion occurred with a number of potential speed calming measured being suggested. The Clerk agreed to investigate further into what options this Council has and to provide an update at the next meeting.

Extension of 30 MPH Limit 
Members will recall that the Clerk was tasked with seeking clarification from Essex Highways regarding the process for progressing a 30-mph speed limit extension following the suspension of the Local Highway Panel (LHP).

Essex Highways have confirmed that, due to Local Government Reorganisation (LGR), the LHP process has been suspended and proposals for speed limit extensions cannot currently be considered.

The Clerk was subsequently referred to Cllr Mark Platt, Cabinet Member for Highways, Infrastructure and Sustainable Transport at Essex County Council. He advised that Essex County Council is in the process of refreshing the Essex Safer Speed Strategy and is limiting taxpayer-funded speed limit changes until the new strategy is adopted. Amendments will continue only where recommended following road safety audits, as part of wider highway improvements, new developments, or through the casualty reduction programme.

The Clerk requested clarification on the anticipated adoption date of the refreshed strategy but has not received a response.

Assistance has also been sought from County Councillor Jaymey McIvor; however no response has been received to date.

At present, no further avenues of contact are available to the Clerk. The Council is therefore unable to progress the proposed speed limit extension until further guidance or the adoption of the updated strategy is confirmed.
	
2025/26.168 Planning applications responded to by way of Clerks Delegated Powers:

	Reference
	Address                             
	Description

	EPF/0204/26

	Nash Hall, The Street, High Ongar, Ongar, CM5 9NL
	Change of use of agricultural buildings to B2 flexible use and storage of empty containers.

	High Ongar Parish Council wished to object to the above planning applications for the reasons detailed below. 
1. Misrepresentation of Public Transport Accessibility
The document “Nash Hall EFSAC ASSESSMENT_Redacted.pdf”, specifically paragraphs 19–22 under “Accessibility to Public & Sustainable Transport Modes,” asserts that the site benefits from reasonable accessibility by public transport.
However:
· The bus routes cited include two school bus services, which are not general public transport services available for daily commuting.
· Routes 19/19A and 32, according to published timetables, do not provide realistic or sufficiently frequent services enabling commuting during normal business hours.
· There is no practical public transport link between Nash Hall and key rail/underground connections, including:
· Ingatestone Railway Station
· Harlow Town Railway Station
· Epping Underground Station
The conclusion in paragraph 22 that users can commute daily by public transport rather than private car is therefore unsupported by evidence. The site is, in practical terms, car dependent.
This materially undermines the sustainability case presented in the application.

2. Parking Provision - Previously Rejected Scheme
The comments also relate to the previously rejected parking proposal at Nash Farm. The issues identified previously remain unresolved and should not now be revisited without addressing the original grounds for refusal.
There appears to be an attempt to reintroduce parking provision without adequately resolving prior concerns regarding traffic generation, access control, and impact on the village environment.

3. Access and HGV Routing - Failure of Enforcement
It is again stated within the application documentation that access is “via Chelmsford Road.”
In practice, this routing is not effectively enforced.
Heavy Goods Vehicles regularly access and egress through the village via The Street rather than solely via Chelmsford Road. This is not hypothetical - it is directly observable on a daily basis. 
This raises several material planning concerns:
· Increased danger to pedestrians and other road users
· Impact on residential amenity due to noise and vibration
· Deterioration of village character
· Air quality implications
· Highway safety risks on roads not designed for regular HGV use
If routing restrictions cannot be enforced under the current arrangement, there is no confidence that future routing controls would be effective. Any intensification of use would likely exacerbate this existing problem.

4. Cumulative Impact on the Village
· The lack of genuine public transport accessibility
· The reliance on private vehicles
· The failure to enforce stated access routes
· The reintroduction of parking concerns previously rejected
all point toward an unsustainable and harmful pattern of development for this rural location.
The proposal risks increasing traffic, HGV movements, and car dependency in a way that conflicts with sustainable transport principles and undermines the character and safety of the village.

The application overstates its sustainability credentials and fails to demonstrate that traffic impacts and access controls can be properly managed in practice.
For the reasons set out above, and in agreement with previous objections, we respectfully request that the Council refuse planning permission.


	EPF/0331/26

	Willow Barn, Cozens Farm, Chelmsford Road, High Ongar, CM5 9NX
	Conversion of cart lodge to sitting room, insertion of windows and front door re-location.

	No comments. 



2025/26.169	Planning applications for consideration	
Councillors considered the below planning applications:

	Reference
	Address                             
	Description
	Information

	EPF/0488/26

	251, Maltings, Nine Ashes Road, High Ongar, Ongar, CM4 0LA
	Variation of Condition 2 Plan Numbers of EPF/2542/25 (Loft Extension and Conversion of Garage to Habitable Room).
Planning Application: EPF/0488/26
	Deadline for comments: 31st March.

	No comments 
	
	
	




2025/26.170	Planning Updates
Councillors noted the below planning updates: 

	Reference
	Address                             
	Description
	Information

	EPF/2529/25

	Readings Farm, Norton Heath Road Old A414, High Ongar, Ingatestone, CM4 0LP
	Approval of Details Reserved by Condition 3 Parking and turning area and 4 HRA Regulation 77 of EPF/2026/25 (Prior Approval for change of use of an agricultural building to a commercial business use (Use Class E).
Planning Application: EPF/2529/25
	Approved 

	EPF/0007/26

	3, King Street, High Ongar, Ongar, CM5 9NS
	Part Ground floor rear extension and part first floor extension with pitched roof.
Planning Application: EPF/0007/26
	Refused 



2025/26.171	Finance
171.1	It was noted that the bank balance as of 28th of February 2026 was £40,186.53.
171.2	A bank reconciliation was tabled at the meeting and signed accordingly by the Chairman.  
171.3	Councillors agreed the below payments:


	Payee
	Description                                
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	Bonnie Jones 
	Clerks Salary (February)
	PAID 
	£493.08

	Skilled Tech
	RMM, antivirus and Microsoft 365 for period March 2026 (INV-2231)
	Online 
	£93.66

	TBS Hygiene ltd 
	Dog waste collection (February INV-8193 & March INV-8323)
	Online 
	£67.20

	Npower 
	Streetlight electricity (January 2026) IN14961704
	PAID (DD)
	£97.07

	Npower 
	Streetlight electricity (February 2026) IN15083017
	DD
	£79.25

	High Ongar Parish Council 
	Hall hire (January & February) HOVH51
	Online 
	£76.00

	Defib4life
	Replacement defibrillator pads
	Online
	£70.74

	HMRC 
	Clerk tax deduction (February) 
	Online
	£22.20



2025/26.172	Outstanding Matters
The Clerk was asked to look at the possibility of getting some more litter bins in High Ongar. 

Cllr Catlin also asked the Clerk to look at the preferred lorry routes as a lot of the large vehicles come through High Ongar. 

2025/26.173	Date of next meeting
The next meeting of High Ongar Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 8th April 2026 at the High Ongar Village Hall.

2025/26.174	Exclusion of the public and the press
High Ongar Village Hall – RCCE correspondence 
Cllr Smith provided an update on the above matter. The Clerk confirmed no response has been received yet from RCCE. 

Legal advice and sale of land discussion.
The Clerk provided an update on the above matter. The Clerk advised she will make contact with Pinney Talfourds. 

Meeting end: 21:07
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