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Chair: Cllr Toby Acton
Clerk: Bonnie Jones | Ware Farm, The Street, High Roding, CM6 1NT | 
clerk@highongar-pc.gov.uk |   www.highongar-pc.gov.uk   


You are hereby summoned to attend 
A Meeting of High Ongar Parish Council 
To be held on 
Wednesday 14TH October 2026 – at 7:30pm
at HIGH ONGAR VILLAGE HALL

for the purpose of transacting business as shown on the agenda below.

The public and press are welcome to be present. Please note that this meeting may be recorded.



Parish Clerk 
Date: 09/10/2026

AGENDA

2026/27.60	Apologies for Absence
Members are reminded that s85 of the Local Government Act 1972 states that apologies for absence must be received prior to the meeting.

2026/27.61	Other Absences

2026/27.62	Declarations of Interest
To declare the existence and nature of any Disclosable Pecuniary, Other Registerable Interest or Non-Registerable Interest relating to items on the agenda.

2026/27.63 	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
To agree the Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting and the Annual Parish Assembly which took place on the 27th of July 2026.

2026/27.64	Public Participation Session
The Chair will invite questions and observations from members of the public present. A maximum time of 15 minutes will be allowed, with 3 minutes per person.

2026/27.65 	Reports and Members Reports
a) Chairman’s Report – verbal report. 

b) Vice Chairman’s Report

c) District & County Councillors Reports - District Councillors are invited to submit a written report if they are unable to attend the Parish Council Meeting.

d) Parish Councillors - verbal reports will be received if no written report has been submitted.
- Ward Councillor Report – Paslow Common 
- Ward Councillor Report - High Ongar 
- Ward Councillor Report- Norton Mandeville 
  
e) Highways Report

f) High Ongar Village Hall – To receive a report from Cllr Smith

g) Police Reports 

2026/27.66	Clerk’s Report
To receive any reports from the Clerk.

2026/27.67	Community Assets and Possible Transfers 
EFDC is currently looking at its Community Asset Transfer process as part of the Local Government Reorganisation situation.  This matter will be considered at the 2nd of September EFDC Place Scrutiny meeting and the 14th of September EFDC Cabinet meeting. Councils are able to put forward suggestions for land they may wish to take on from EFDC.  Councillors will be asked to consider if there are any areas of land in the Parish they feel should be applied for asset transfer via this new process.  Attached to the agenda is information regarding the proposed process.

2026/27.68	Streetlighting
The Clerk has been reviewing the maintenance requirements for the Council's street lighting to ensure these assets are managed effectively and maintained in accordance with good practice.

Following research, the Clerk has identified the following recommended maintenance schedule:
Every 6 years – Full electrical testing (BS 7671 compliant).
Every 2–3 years – Visual structural inspection of the lighting columns.
Annually – Night-time operational check to confirm lights are functioning correctly and to identify any faults. This can be completed by the Clerk.

To note the structural inspection of all streetlights took place in 2025, this therefor will not need to be completed again until 2028. The Electrical testing also took place in 2025; this therefor will not need to be completed again until 2031

It is not considered necessary to arrange a separate annual maintenance contract for the streetlights. Instead, the Council can operate a reactive maintenance approach, whereby repairs are arranged when a fault is reported, such as a lamp failure. This is a common and cost-effective method of managing street lighting, provided that the recommended inspection and testing schedule is maintained.

Councillors are asked how they wish to proceed. 
2026/27.69	The Essex County Council (A414, Harlow and Chelmsford, and Various Side Roads) (Speed Limits) Order 202*
Essex County Council has published written notice that it proposes to make a number of orders under Sections 84(1)(a) and (2) and Part III of Schedule 9 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (as amended), the effect of the order being ‘To permanently implement the current temporary speed limits’ along the A414’. Attached to the agenda is a copy of the maps showing the orders, along with some further information. In summary, ECC proposed to permanently implement the 40MPH speed limit along the A414 broadly between the Talbot Roundabout and the entrance to Ongar (excluding the small areas of 30mph limits). There are also further proposals along the A414 going towards Chelmsford. Councillors are asked to consider if they wish to respond to this proposal. 

2026/27.70	Green Belt review 2N
EFDC and Harlow Council have appointed Arup to prepare a joint Green Belt Assessment. The assessment will form part of the evidence base for future plan-making by considering how land within the Green Belt performs against the nationally defined Green Belt purposes and, where relevant, how grey belt land may be identified. The work is being carried out in 2 stages:

Stage 1 is a broad, strategic assessment of Green Belt land across the plan area against the national Green Belt purposes. It does not decide whether land should be released from the Green Belt, allocate sites for development, or determine planning applications.
Stage 2 will provide a more detailed assessment of selected areas, informed by the Stage 1 findings and any further plan-making requirements. This may include further consideration of weaker-performing Green Belt parcels and the identification of grey belt land, where applicable.

Statutory consultees are being invited to comment on the proposed methodology and assessment criteria for the Stage 1 Green Belt Assessment. The consultation opened at midday on 10 September 2026 and will run for 6 weeks, closing at 5pm on 22 October 2026. Full details can be found at Green Belt Assessment consultation - Epping Forest District Council. Councillors are asked if they wish to comment.

2026/27.71	External Audit – Acceptance of exempt status  
To note, PKF Little John has accepted this Councils notification of exempt status for the year end 31st March 2026.

2026/27.72	Planning applications responded to by way of Clerks Delegated Powers:

	Reference
	Address                             
	Description
	Comments 

	EPF/1656/26

	Agricultural Barn, King Street Farm, King Street, Ongar, CM5 9NR


	Prior Approval Application for the Change of Use of an Agricultural Building to Five Dwellinghouses (C3), and for building operations reasonably necessary for the conversion including an extension of up to four metres to the rear of the building.
Planning Application: EPF/1656/26
	Comments below 

	High Ongar Parish Councils wishes to object to application EPF165626.

We are concerned that this is another step towards the over-development of this rural area. Converting the barn could set a precedent for further housing applications on the surrounding land, particularly as much of the land does not currently appear to be used for agriculture. This could lead to the gradual loss of the area’s rural character.

We are also concerned about the history of works to the barn, including the re-roofing several years ago. We understand that the roofing felt used may be harmful to bats and birds, so ask that the Council ensure that the potential impact on protected species has been properly assessed.

We ask the Council to consider the wider and cumulative impact of this proposal, rather than viewing it in isolation.


	EPF/0203/26

	Nash Hall, The Street, High Ongar, Ongar, CM5 9NL
	Retrospective application - Construction of car park.
Planning Application: EPF/0203/26
	No comments 

	EPF/1730/26

	Ferrers Farm, Woolmongers Lane, High Ongar, Ongar, CM4 0JX
	Erection of dog kennels, a single-storey building to be used as a teaching room, and installation of 7 parking spaces, in association of the use of the site for dog boarding kennels.
Planning Application: EPF/1730/26
	No comments 



2026/27.73	Planning applications for consideration	
Councillors are asked to consider the below planning application: 

	Reference
	Address                             
	Description
	Consultation deadline 

	EPF/1374/26
	170, Stanlea, Nine Ashes Road, High Ongar, Ongar, CM4 0JY
	Infill extension and conversion of existing outbuildings to create a self-build dwelling house.
Planning Application: EPF/1374/26
	23rd October 2026



2026/27.74	Planning Updates
To note the below planning updates:

	Reference
	Address                             
	Description
	Information 

	NA
	Spencer House, King Street, High Ongar, Ongar, CM5 9NR

	Erection of stables together with menage/arena and change of use to equine.

	The Parish Council did not object to the original objection. 



2026/27.75	Finance
75.1	To note the status of the accounts.
75.2	Clerk to provide bank reconciliation, to be reviewed and signed by the Chairman. 
75.3	To agree the following payments:

	Payee
	Description                                
	Invoice NO
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	Bonnie Jones
	Clerks salary – September 
	NA
	PAID
	£617.34

	Bonnie Jones 
	Use of office 
	NA
	Online
	£312.00

	EFDC 
	Summer play in the park 2026
	1541111
	Online
	£86.00

	Skilled Tech 
	RMM, antivirus and Microsoft 365 for period October 2026
	2791
	Online 
	£160.46

	Npower 
	Streetlight electricity - September
	IN16505459
	DD
	£69.22




2026/27.76	Outstanding Matters
To note any outstanding matters.

2026/27.77	Date of next meeting
The date of the next meeting of High Ongar Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 11th of November at the High Ongar Village Hall.

2026/27.78	Exclusion of the public and the press
In the event that an agenda item needs to be discussed confidentially, councillors will be asked to consider the following motion to be proposed by the Chairman: “That the public and the press be excluded from the meeting, the Council believing that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business about to be discussed. However, an item may be placed in the Confidential part of the meeting so long as it is accordance with the Statutory Guidance. 

Clerks Maternity Leave and Cover 
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